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Hagar and Ishmael – Verses 1-8
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Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, had borne him no children. But she had an Egyptian
slave named Hagar; 2 so she said to Abram, “The LORD has kept me from having
children. Go, sleep with my slave; perhaps I can build a family through her.” Abram
agreed to what Sarai said. 3 So after Abram had been living in Canaan ten
years, Sarai his wife took her Egyptian slave Hagar and gave her to her husband to
be his wife. 4 He slept with Hagar, and she conceived. When she knew she was
pregnant, she began to despise her mistress. 5 Then Sarai said to Abram, “You are
responsible for the wrong I am suffering. I put my slave in your arms, and now that
she knows she is pregnant, she despises me. May the LORD judge between you and
me.” 6 “Your slave is in your hands,” Abram said. “Do with her whatever you think
best.” Then Sarai mistreated Hagar; so she fled from her. 7 The angel of
the LORD found Hagar near a spring in the desert; it was the spring that is beside
the road to Shur. 8 And he said, “Hagar, slave of Sarai, where have you come from,
and where are you going?” “I’m running away from my mistress Sarai,” she answered.
16:1-3 Sarai gave Hagar to Abram as a substitute wife, a common practice of that time.
A married woman who could not have children was shamed by her peers and was often
required to give a female servant to her husband in order to produce heirs. The children
born to the servant woman were considered the children of the wife. Abram was acting in
line with the custom of the day, but his action showed a lack of faith that God would fulfill
his promise.
16:3 Sarai took matters into her own hands by giving Hagar to Abram. Like Abram she
had trouble believing God’s promise that was apparently directed specifically toward
Abram and Sarai. Out of this lack of faith came a series of problems. This invariably
happens when we take over for God, trying to make his promise come true through efforts
that are not in line with his specific directions. In this case, time was the greatest test
of Abram and Sarai’s willingness to let God work in their lives. Sometimes we too must
simply wait. When we ask God for something and have to wait, we can be tempted to take
matters into our own hands and interfere with God’s plans.
16:5 Although Sarai arranged for Hagar to have a child by Abram, she later blamed
Abram for the results. It is often easier to strike out in frustration and accuse someone
else than to admit an error and ask forgiveness. (Adam and Eve did the same thing in 3:1213.)

16:6 Sarai took out her anger against Abram and separately against Hagar, and her
treatment of Hagar was harsh enough to cause her to run away. Anger, especially when it
arises from our own shortcomings, can be dangerous.
16:8 Hagar was running away from her mistress and her problem. The angel of the Lord
gave her this advice: (1) to return and face Sarai, the cause of her problem, and (2) to
submit to her. Hagar needed to work on her attitude toward Sarai, no matter how
justified it may have been. Running away from problems rarely solves them. It is wise to
return to our problems, face them squarely, accept God’s promise of help, correct our
attitudes, and act as we should.
Hagar and Ishmael – Verses 9-16
9

Then the angel of the LORD told her, “Go back to your mistress and submit to
her.” 10 The angel added, “I will increase your descendants so much that they will be
too numerous to count.” 11 The angel of the LORD also said to her: “You are now
pregnant and you will give birth to a son. You shall name him Ishmael for the LORD has
heard of your misery. 12 He will be a wild donkey of a man; his hand will be against
everyone and everyone’s hand against him,and he will live in hostility toward all his
brothers.” 13 She gave this name to the LORD who spoke to her: “You are the God
who sees me,” for she said, “I have now seen the One who sees me.” 14 That is why
the well was called Beer Lahai Roi; it is still there, between Kadesh and Bered. 15 So
Hagar bore Abram a son, and Abram gave the name Ishmael to the son she had
borne. 16 Abram was eighty-six years old when Hagar bore him Ishmael.
16:13 We have watched three people make serious mistakes: (1) Sarai, who took matters
into her own hands and gave her servant to Abram; (2) Abram, who went along with the
plan but, when circumstances began to go wrong, refused to help solve the problem; and
(3) Hagar, who ran away from the problem. In spite of this messy situation, God
demonstrated his ability to work in all things to bring about good (Romans 8:28). Sarai
and Abram still received the son they so desperately wanted, and God solved Hagar’s
problem despite Abram’s refusal to get involved. No problem is too complicated for God
if you are willing to let him help you.

