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Genesis 7 
 

Go Into The Ark – Verses 1-16 
1The LORD then said to Noah, “Go into the ark, you and your whole family, because I have 
found you righteous in this generation. 2 Take with you seven pairs of every kind of 
clean animal, a male and its mate, and one pair of every kind of unclean animal, a male and 
its mate, 3 and also seven pairs of every kind of bird, male and female, to keep their various 
kinds alive throughout the earth. 4 Seven days from now I will send rain on the earth for 
forty days and forty nights, and I will wipe from the face of the earth every living creature 
I have made.”  5 And Noah did all that the LORD commanded him. 6 Noah was six hundred 
years old when the floodwaters came on the earth. 7 And Noah and his sons and his wife 
and his sons’ wives entered the ark to escape the waters of the flood. 8 Pairs of clean and 
unclean animals, of birds and of all creatures that move along the ground, 9 male and female, 
came to Noah and entered the ark, as God had commanded Noah. 10 And after the seven 
days the floodwaters came on the earth. 11 In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, on the 
seventeenth day of the second month—on that day all the springs of the great deep burst 
forth, and the floodgates of the heavens were opened. 12 And rain fell on the earth forty 
days and forty nights. 13 On that very day Noah and his sons, Shem, Ham and Japheth, 
together with his wife and the wives of his three sons, entered the ark. 14 They had with 
them every wild animal according to its kind, all livestock according to their kinds, every 
creature that moves along the ground according to its kind and every bird according to its 
kind, everything with wings. 15 Pairs of all creatures that have the breath of life in them 
came to Noah and entered the ark. 16 The animals going in were male and female of every 
living thing, as God had commanded Noah. Then the LORD shut him in. 

7:2-3 Pairs of every animal joined Noah in the ark; seven pairs were taken of those animals used 
for sacrifice—the “clean” animals. Scholars have estimated that almost 45,000 animals could have 
fit into the ark.  

7:16 Many have wondered how this animal kingdom roundup happened. Did Noah and his sons 
spend years collecting all the animals? In reality the Creation, along with Noah, was doing just as 
God had commanded. There seemed to be no problem gathering the animals—God took care of the 
details of that job while Noah was doing his part by building the ark. Often we do just the opposite 
of Noah. We worry about details over which we have no control, while neglecting specific areas 
(such as attitudes, relationships, responsibilities) that are under our control. Like Noah, 
concentrate on what God has given you to do, and leave the rest to God. 

 



Go Into The Ark – Verses 17-24 
17 For forty days the flood kept coming on the earth, and as the waters increased they 
lifted the ark high above the earth. 18 The waters rose and increased greatly on the earth, 
and the ark floated on the surface of the water. 19 They rose greatly on the earth, and all 
the high mountains under the entire heavens were covered.20 The waters rose and covered 
the mountains to a depth of more than fifteen cubits. 21 Every living thing that moved on 
land perished—birds, livestock, wild animals, all the creatures that swarm over the earth, 
and all mankind.22 Everything on dry land that had the breath of life in its nostrils 
died. 23 Every living thing on the face of the earth was wiped out; people and animals and 
the creatures that move along the ground and the birds were wiped from the earth. Only 
Noah was left, and those with him in the ark. 24 The waters flooded the earth for a hundred 
and fifty days. 

7:17-24 Was the Flood a local event, or did it cover the entire earth? A universal flood was 
certainly possible. Enough water exists in the oceans to cover all dry land (the earth began that 
way; see 1:9-10). Afterward God promised never again to destroy the earth with a flood. Thus, 
this Flood must have either covered the entire earth or destroyed all the inhabitants of the 
earth. Remember, God’s reason for sending the Flood was to destroy all the earth’s wickedness. 
It would have taken a major flood to accomplish this. 

 

Genesis 8 

God Remembers Noah – Verses 1-19 
1But God remembered Noah and all the wild animals and the livestock that were with him in 
the ark, and he sent a wind over the earth, and the waters receded.2 Now the springs of 
the deep and the floodgates of the heavens had been closed, and the rain had stopped 
falling from the sky. 3 The water receded steadily from the earth. At the end of the 
hundred and fifty days the water had gone down,4 and on the seventeenth day of the seventh 
month the ark came to rest on the mountains of Ararat. 5 The waters continued to recede 
until the tenth month, and on the first day of the tenth month the tops of the mountains 
became visible. 6 After forty days Noah opened a window he had made in the ark 7 and sent 
out a raven, and it kept flying back and forth until the water had dried up from the 
earth. 8 Then he sent out a dove to see if the water had receded from the surface of the 
ground. 9 But the dove could find nowhere to perch because there was water over all the 
surface of the earth; so it returned to Noah in the ark. He reached out his hand and took 
the dove and brought it back to himself in the ark.10 He waited seven more days and again 
sent out the dove from the ark. 11 When the dove returned to him in the evening, there in 
its beak was a freshly plucked olive leaf! Then Noah knew that the water had receded from 
the earth. 12 He waited seven more days and sent the dove out again, but this time it did 
not return to him. 13 By the first day of the first month of Noah’s six hundred and first 
year, the water had dried up from the earth. Noah then removed the covering from the ark 



and saw that the surface of the ground was dry. 14 By the twenty-seventh day of the second 
month the earth was completely dry. 15 Then God said to Noah, 16 “Come out of the ark, 
you and your wife and your sons and their wives. 17 Bring out every kind of living creature 
that is with you—the birds, the animals, and all the creatures that move along the ground—
so they can multiply on the earth and be fruitful and increase in number on it.” 18 So Noah 
came out, together with his sons and his wife and his sons’ wives. 19 All the animals and all 
the creatures that move along the ground and all the birds—everything that moves on land—
came out of the ark, one kind after another. 

8:6-16 Occasionally Noah would send a bird out to test the earth and see if it was dry. But Noah 
didn’t get out of the ark until God told him to. He was waiting for God’s timing. God knew that 
even though the water was gone, the earth was not dry enough for Noah and his family to venture 
out. What patience Noah showed, especially after spending an entire year inside his boat! We, 
like Noah, must trust God to give us patience during those difficult times when we must wait. 

God’s Promise to Noah – Verses 20-22 
20 Then Noah built an altar to the LORD and, taking some of all the clean animals and 
clean birds, he sacrificed burnt offerings on it. 21 The LORD smelled the pleasing aroma and 
said in his heart: “Never again will I curse the ground because of humans, even though every 
inclination of the human heart is evil from childhood. And never again will I destroy all living 
creatures, as I have done. 22 “As long as the earth endures, seedtime and harvest, cold and 
heat, summer and winter, day and night will never cease.” 

8:21-22 Countless times throughout the Bible we see God showing his love and patience toward 
men and women in order to save them. Although he realizes that their hearts are evil, he continues 
to try to reach them. When we sin or fall away from God, we surely deserve to be destroyed by 
his judgment. But God has promised never again to destroy everything on earth until the judgment 
day when Christ returns to destroy evil forever. Now every change of season is a reminder of his 
promise. 
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