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Zechariah 1
A Call to Return to the LORD
1

In the eighth month of the second year of Darius, the word of the LORD came
to the prophet Zechariah son of Berekiah, the son of Iddo: 2 “The LORD was
very angry with your ancestors. 3 Therefore tell the people: This is what
the LORD Almighty says: ‘Return to me,’ declares the LORD Almighty, ‘and I will
return to you,’ says the LORD Almighty.4 Do not be like your ancestors, to whom
the earlier prophets proclaimed: This is what the LORD Almighty says: ‘Turn
from your evil ways and your evil practices.’ But they would not listen or pay
attention to me, declares the LORD. 5 Where are your ancestors now? And the
prophets, do they live forever? 6 But did not my words and my decrees, which
I commanded my servants the prophets, overtake your ancestors? “Then they
repented and said, ‘The LORD Almighty has done to us what our ways and
practices deserve, just as he determined to do.’”
1:1 Born in Babylon during the Exile, Zechariah was a fairly young man when he
returned to Jerusalem in 538 B.C. King Cyrus of Persia had defeated Babylon in 539
and had decreed that captives in exile could return to their homelands. Zechariah
and Haggai were among the first to leave. Zechariah, a prophet and a priest, began
ministering at the same time as the prophet Haggai (520–518 B.C.). His first
prophecy was delivered two months after Haggai’s first prophecy.
Like Haggai, Zechariah encouraged the people to continue rebuilding the temple,
whose reconstruction had been halted for over 10 years. Zechariah combated the
people’s spiritual apathy, despair over pressures from their enemies, and
discouragement about the smaller scale of the new temple foundation. Neglect of
our spiritual priorities can be just as devastating today to fulfilling God’s purpose.
1:2-6 The familiar phrase “Like father, like son” implies that children turn out like
their parents. But here, God warned Israel not to be like their forefathers, who
disobeyed him and reaped the consequences—his punishment. We are responsible
before God for our actions. We aren’t trapped by our heredity or environment, and
we can’t use these as excuses for our sins. We are free to choose, and individually
we must return to God and follow him.
1:5-6 The words God had spoken through his prophets a century earlier, before the
captivity, also applied to Zechariah’s generation, and they are still relevant for us.

Because God’s Word endures, we must read, study, and apply what is preserved for
us in Scripture. Learn the lessons of God’s Word so you will not have to repeat the
mistakes of others.
The Man Among the Myrtle Trees
7

On the twenty-fourth day of the eleventh month, the month of Shebat, in the
second year of Darius, the word of the LORD came to the prophet Zechariah
son of Berekiah, the son of Iddo. 8 During the night I had a vision, and there
before me was a man mounted on a red horse. He was standing among the myrtle
trees in a ravine. Behind him were red, brown and white horses. 9 I asked,
“What are these, my lord?” The angel who was talking with me answered, “I
will show you what they are.” 10 Then the man standing among the myrtle trees
explained, “They are the ones the LORD has sent to go throughout the earth.”
11
And they reported to the angel of the LORD who was standing among the
myrtle trees, “We have gone throughout the earth and found the whole world
at rest and in peace.” 12 Then the angel of the LORD said, “LORD Almighty, how
long will you withhold mercy from Jerusalem and from the towns of Judah, which
you have been angry with these seventy years?” 13 So the LORD spoke kind and
comforting words to the angel who talked with me. 14 Then the angel who was
speaking to me said, “Proclaim this word: This is what the LORD Almighty says:
‘I am very jealous for Jerusalem and Zion, 15 and I am very angry with the
nations that feel secure. I was only a little angry, but they went too far with
the punishment.’ 16 “Therefore this is what the LORD says: ‘I will return to
Jerusalem with mercy, and there my house will be rebuilt. And the measuring
line will be stretched out over Jerusalem,’ declares the LORD Almighty.
17
“Proclaim further: This is what the LORD Almighty says: ‘My towns will again
overflow with prosperity, and the LORD will again comfort Zion and
choose Jerusalem.’”
1:7 The “man” among the myrtle trees was the angel of the Lord (1:11). The horses
and their colors were symbols of God’s involvement in world governments. The full
meaning of the colors is unknown, although the red horse is often associated with
war and the white horse with final victory.
1:11 The angel of the Lord saw that all the nations were secure and at peace, while
Israel was still oppressed and despised. But God was planning a change. He had
released his people, and he would allow them to return and rebuild his temple.
1:12 Seventy years was the time that God had decreed for Israel to remain in
captivity (Jeremiah 25:11; 29:10). This time was over, and the angel asked God to act
swiftly to complete the promised return of his people to Jerusalem.

1:13 God’s people had lived under his judgment for 70 years during their captivity
in Babylon. But here God spoke words of comfort and assurance. God promises that
when we return to him, he will heal us (Hosea 6:1). If you feel wounded and crushed
by the events of your life, turn to God so he can heal and comfort you.
1:15 Although the pagan nations afflicted God’s people beyond his intentions, God
was not powerless to stop them. God used these nations to punish his sinful people.
When the nations went beyond his plans by trying to destroy Israel as a nation, he
intervened.
Four Horns and Four Craftsmen
18

Then I looked up, and there before me were four horns. 19 I asked the angel
who was speaking to me, “What are these?” He answered me, “These are the
horns that scattered Judah, Israel and Jerusalem.” 20 Then the LORD showed
me four craftsmen. 21 I asked, “What are these coming to do?” He answered,
“These are the horns that scattered Judah so that no one could raise their
head, but the craftsmen have come to terrify them and throw down these horns
of the nations who lifted up their horns against the land of Judah to scatter
its people.”
1:18-21 The horns were the four world powers that oppressed Israel—Egypt,
Assyria, Babylon, and Medo-Persia. The four craftsmen (1:20) were the nations used
to overthrow Israel’s enemies. God raised them up to judge the oppressors of his
people.

