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Genesis 27

Isaac Blesses Jacob - Verses 1-13

!When Isaac was old and his eyes were so weak that he could no longer see, he called for
Esau his older son and said to him, "My son.” “"Here I am,” he answered. 2 Isaac said, "I
am now an old man and don't know the day of my death.3 Now then, get your equipment—
your quiver and bow—and go out to the open country to hunt some wild game for me. * Prepare
me the kind of tasty food I like and bring it to me to eat, so that I may give you my
blessing before I die.” > Now Rebekah was listening as Isaac spoke to his son Esau. When
Esau left for the open country to hunt game and bring it back, © Rebekah said to her son
Jacob, "Look, I overheard your father say to your brother Esau, 7 ‘Bring me some game and
prepare me some tasty food to eat, so that I may give you my blessing in the presence of
the LORD before I die.’ 8 Now, my son, listen carefully and do what I tell you: ° Go out to
the flock and bring me two choice young goats, so I can prepare some tasty food for your
father, just the way he likes it. !° Then take it to your father to eat, so that he may give
you his blessing before he dies.” !! Jacob said to Rebekah his mother, "But my brother Esau
is a hairy man while I have smooth skin. 12 What if my father touches me? I would appear
to be tricking him and would bring down a curse on myself rather than a blessing.” 13 His
mother said to him, "My son, let the curse fall on me. Just do what I say; go and get them
for me.”

27:5-10 When Rebekah learned that Isaac was preparing to bless Esau, she quickly devised a
plan to trick him into blessing Jacob instead. Although God had already told her that Jacob would
become the family leader (25:23-26), Rebekah took matters into her own hands. She resorted to
doing something wrong to try fo bring about what God had already said would happen. For Rebekah,
the end justified the means. No matter how good we think our goals are, we should not attempt
to achieve them by doing what is wrong. Would God approve of the methods you are using to
accomplish your goals?

27:11-12 How we react to a moral dilemma often exposes our real motives. Frequently we are
more worried about getting caught than about doing what is right. Jacob did not seem concerned
about the deceitfulness of his mother's plan; instead he was afraid of getting in frouble while
carrying it out. If you are worried about getting caught, you are probably in a position that is less
than honest. Let your fear of getting caught be a warning to do right. Jacob paid a huge price for
carrying out this dishonest plan.

27:11-13 Jacob hesitated when he heard Rebekah's deceitful plan. Although he questioned it
for the wrong reason (fear of getting caught), he protested and thus gave her one last chance to



reconsider. But Rebekah had become so wrapped up in her plan that she no longer saw clearly what
she was doing. Sin had trapped her and was degrading her character. Correcting yourself in the
middle of doing wrong may bring hurt and disappointment, but it also will bring freedom from sin's
control.

Isaac Blesses Jacob - Verses 14-29

14 So he went and got them and brought them to his mother, and she prepared some tasty
food, just the way his father liked it. !° Then Rebekah took the best clothes of Esau her
older son, which she had in the house, and put them on her younger son Jacob. !¢ She also
covered his hands and the smooth part of his neck with the goatskins. 7 Then she handed
to her son Jacob the tasty food and the bread she had made. '8 He went to his father and
said, "My father.” "Yes, my son,” he answered. “"Who is it?" !° Jacob said to his father, "I
am Esau your firstborn. I have done as you told me. Please sit up and eat some of my
game, so that you may give me your blessing.” 2° Isaac asked his son, “How did you find it
so quickly, my son?” “"The LORD your God gave me success,” he replied. 2! Then Isaac said
to Jacob, "Come near so I can touch you, my son, to know whether you really are my son
Esau or not.” 22 Jacob went close to his father Isaac, who touched him and said, "The voice
is the voice of Jacob, but the hands are the hands of Esau.” 23 He did not recognize him,
for his hands were hairy like those of his brother Esau; so he proceeded to bless him. 2* “Are
you really my son Esau?” he asked. "I am,” he replied. 2° Then he said, "My son, bring me
some of your game to eat, so that I may give you my blessing.” Jacob brought it to him and
he ate: and he brought some wine and he drank. 2° Then his father Isaac said to him, “Come
here, my son, and kiss me.” 27 So he went to him and kissed him. When Isaac caught the
smell of his clothes, he blessed him and said, "Ah, the smell of my son is like the smell of
a field that the LORD has blessed. 228 May God give you heaven's dew and earth’s richness an
abundance of grain and new wine.?’ May nations serve you and peoples bow down to you. Be
lord over your brothers, and may the sons of your mother bow down to you. May those who
curse you be cursed and those who bless you be blessed.”

27:19 Although Jacob got the blessing he wanted, deceiving his father cost him dearly. These
are some of the consequences of that deceit: (1) He never saw his mother again; (2) his brother
wanted to kill him; (3) he was deceived by his uncle, Laban; (4) his family became torn by strife;
() Esau became the founder of an enemy nation; (6) he was exiled from his family for years.
Ironically, Jacob would have received the birthright and blessing anyway (25:23). Imagine how
different his life would have been had he and his mother waited for God to work his way, in his
timel

Esau Begs for Isaac's Blessing - Verses 30-45

30 After Isaac finished blessing him, and Jacob had scarcely left his father's presence, his
brother Esau came in from hunting. 3! He too prepared some tasty food and brought it to
his father. Then he said to him, "My father, please sit up and eat some of my game, so
that you may give me your blessing.” 32 His father Isaac asked him, "Who are you?” "I am
your son,” he answered, “your firstborn, Esau.” 33 Isaac trembled violently and said, “Who
was it, then, that hunted game and brought it to me? I ate it just before you came and I



blessed him—and indeed he will be blessed!” 3* When Esau heard his father's words, he burst
out with a loud and bitter cry and said to his father, "Bless me—me too, my father!” 3° But
he said, "Your brother came deceitfully and took your blessing.” 3¢ Esau said, “"Isn't he
rightly named Jacob? This is the second time he has taken advantage of me: He took my
birthright, and now he's taken my blessing!” Then he asked, “Haven't you reserved any
blessing for me?” 37 Isaac answered Esau, "I have made him lord over you and have made all
his relatives his servants, and I have sustained him with grain and new wine. So what can I
possibly do for you, my son?” 38 Esau said to his father, "Do you have only one blessing, my
father? Bless me too, my father!” Then Esau wept aloud. 3° His father Isaac answered him,
"Your dwelling will be away from the earth's richness, away from the dew of heaven above.
“0You will live by the sword and you will serve your brother. But when you grow restless,
you will throw his yoke from off your neck.” *! Esau held a grudge against Jacob because of
the blessing his father had given him. He said to himself, "The days of mourning for my
father are near; then I will kill my brother Jacob.” ** When Rebekah was told what her
older son Esau had said, she sent for her younger son Jacob and said to him, "Your brother
Esau is planning to avenge himself by killing you. 43 Now then, my son, do what I say: Flee
at once to my brother Laban in Harran. ** Stay with him for a while until your brother's
fury subsides. *°* When your brother is no longer angry with you and forgets what you did
to him, I'll send word for you to come back from there. Why should I lose both of you in
one day?” * Then Rebekah said to Isaac, "I'm disgusted with living because of these
Hittite women. If Jacob takes a wife from among the women of this land, from Hittite
women like these, my life will not be worth living.”

27:33 In ancient times, a person's word was binding (much like a written contract today),
especially when it was a formal oath. This is why Isaac’s blessing was irrevocable.

27:33-37 Before the father died, he performed a ceremony of blessing, in which he officially
handed over the birthright to the rightful heir. Although the firstborn son was entitled to the
birthright, it was not actually his until the blessing was pronounced. Before the blessing was given,
the father could take the birthright away from the oldest son and give it to a more deserving
son. But after the blessing was given, the birthright could no longer be taken away. This is why
fathers usually waited until late in life to pronounce the blessing. Although Jacob had been given
the birthright by his older brother years before, he still needed his father's blessing to make it
binding.

27:41 Esau was so angry at Jacob that he failed to see his own wrong in giving away the birthright
in the first place. Jealous anger blinds us from seeing the benefits we have and makes us dwell
on what we don't have.

27:41 When Esau lost the valuable family blessing, his future suddenly changed. Reacting in
anger, he decided to kill Jacob. When you lose something of great value, or if others conspire
against you and succeed, anger is the first and most natural reaction. But you can control your
feelings by (1) recognizing your reaction for what it is, (2) praying for strength, and (3) asking
God for help to see the opportunities that even your bad situation may provide.
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