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Dinner with Sinners \\

BASED ON MATTHEW 9:9~13; 12:9-14,
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THE JEWS HATE THE TAX COLLECTORS. AL THOLGH THEY \
ARE ALEO TEWS, TAX COLLECTORS WORK FOR THE

ROMANS, AND THEY CHEAT THEIR FELLOW JEWS OLIT
OF MONEY. BLIT JESLIS DOESN'T CARE WHAT THE
PEOPLE THINK. HE LOVES EVEN THE TAX COLLECTORS. S Les 02
ONE DAY IN CAPERNALIM, JESUSE LOOKS INTO THE EYES ummer Les.
OF A HATED TAX COLLECTOR ...

MATTHEW,
COME AND
FOLLOW ME.
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IMMEDIATELY MATTHEW GIVES UP HIS
PROSPEROLIS~BUT CORRUPT~IOE ANDP
FOLLows JESUS.

NO Goop
JEW EVER WANTED
MATTHEW FOR A
FRIENDP,

PEOPLE WHO ARE
HEALTHY DPON'T NEED A
DOCTOR. SICK PEOPLE

DO. THE SINNERS ARE
THE ONES WHO
NEED ME.
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| MATTHEW THROWS A PINNER PARTY TO
HONOR TESUS. OTHER TAX COLLECTORS
COME TO PINNER TOO. THE PHARISEES

| SEETHE WITH PISAPPROVAL.

WHY DOES
YOUR TEACHER EAT
WITH TAX COLLECTORS
AND OTHER SINNERSZ

THE PHARISEES PON'T KNOW WHAT TO SAY. BUT THEY
GET EVEN ANGRIER AT JESUS AND START LOOKING
FOR WAYS TO CRITICIZE HIM IN FRONT OF THE PEOPLE.
ONE SABBATH LAY IN THE SYNAGOGUE ...

LOOK, JESUS 1S TALKING TO
THAT MAN WITH THE TWISTED HAND.
'S SEE IF WE CAN TRICK HIM
INTO BRI




IF ONE OF YOUR SHEEP A PERSON 1S MORE VALUABLE
DOES THE LAW FALLS INTO A PIT ON THE THAN A SHEEP. YES, THE LAW
ALLOW US TO HEAZL ON ) SABBATH, WOULDN'T ALLOWS US TO PO GOOP
THE SABBATHZ 7/ YOU LIFT IT ouT2 . ON THE SABBATH.

STRETCH ouT
YOUR HAND.

MY HAND!

IT'6 GOOP AS NEW!
IT'e JUST AS GOOP
AS THE OTHER
HAND,

THE PHARISEES. ARE ANGRY BECALSE JESUS /5 BREAKING 73‘/5/? RULES.
THEY'RE TOO STUBBORN TO NOTICE HE /58 POING GOP'S WORK. AND 50
START PLOTTING AGAINST HIM.

WE HAVE ' /;—-\
TO FIND A WAY

TO KILL THAT
MAN.

RIGHT. THS Wi
| 12 cone To [
TAKE soME |
PLANNING. Lesson 2, Page 3
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Jeff is returning*home afte;"
spending a year ort earth with
his grandparer%s. Hé is aboard
‘a-space shuttle, flying to Ag-4,
the space- station where he

+

* danswering our radio signals,”

and. his parents #ve. As they

shuttle- nears s -destindtio

a radi(* message -frqm- #he 4

station informs- the shuttle
that a swarm of meteoroids is
endangering the station.- The
%tation’s onl& lastr cannon i8n’t
working, ‘so  they’re. without
protection from the flying rocks.
All eyes are glued to the image
of Ag-4 on the shuttle’s screen.
“They’ve taken two hits,

Qag@ain, and tl%}‘r_’re not
R '

+

+

+“What do -you

the communications -officer
repbrted. “It’s a dead statien.”

A pang of fear, gripped Jeff.
ean, a dead
station?” heblurted out.

The communi%ions officer
lopked ‘up. He hadn’t noticed
dJ nter the flight *deck. “A
dead station’is a station we
can’t make radio contact with.
It doesn’t mean-that there isn’t
any life on the station,” he said
reassuringly.

he captain, a tall slender®
woman, turned and looked at,
Jeff. #We'll. keep-trying, son.

They’ve probably all gone tg*
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#captain flew th

the safest pla
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_ ce en the stdtion
t%w;_iitothfé problem -out. I'm
sure- your -parents- are fine.”

Theh turned* back. to.the

o
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view screeén. “Keep monitoring

the ‘statibn-for any signs that
they’ve heard us” the captain
ordered.+“Meanwhile, I'll mqve
the shuttle -in- as close as
pessible just in case we need
to attempt a rescue.” *
Jeff watched quietly as the
space shuttle
toward Ag+4.
“We're ent(}eﬁing the
mgteoroid syarm, Captain,”
theradar opegator anhounced.
Jeff could 'hear the sound
of -tiny ‘meteoroid particles
the size of sand grains Ilitting
the sides of the shuttle ag the
captain skillfully flew around
thg big- meteogoids in their v
path. “Dear God, keep us all;

+ safe,§Jeff prayed under his

breath.

“Im-taking us in pehind the
station,” the captain explained.
“It’s-the safest place for us to
stop. We'll lef the station act as
our shield.: We won’t be able to
help anyone-if we’re damaged
too.” n ;

“Tm still unable tto make
radio . contact,  Captain,”
the communications officer

* *re'ported. LTt "looks ¥like their

s

radio tower was damaged by
ong of the explosions.”
“There are still a few lights

+
.¢.
*
showing in“~ the _ statiom’s
windows,} the captain noted:
“So we know that these-parts
of the station have~power for
theit life suppBrt systems, but
we dor¥ know for how much
longer. What we need now is
some way " to commuhnieate
with’ the station, If anyone
has +an - idea,+Pm, open” to
suggestions.” § *
seemed a long time before
Jeff heard anyope speak. Then
Paul came over, to_him and
ispered, “Why net ask your
rod fer a good *ideg, kid? If
He’s really abte to hear you,
maybe He'd help us out.”

Jeff couldn’t tell if Paul
was -serious or not, ‘but it
didn’t .seem ‘important. This
definitely was the time to
pray. “Please, God, help-us find
some~ way ~ to communicate
with Ag-4,’*J eff said under his

; breath: *

For the next Half hour, Jeff
couldn’t tak& his eyes off the
space station’s few dlighted
windows. Are my parents Safe
inside one of thosej rooms?
He wondered. One%hought
kept crossing his mind, The
lights, Jeff, thitk about the
lights. Then something he
had learned a long'time ago
came %o mind. “Morse code!”
he cried.

Everyone on the flight deck
turned and stared at Jeff.

“Morse code,” he continued. *

+ ¥

&
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SWE READ YOU.

*

\% s dad taught it to me?fl long
timeago. It’s an gneient way to
communicate using short-and
longbursts of sound. Maybe we
cgn use it with short and long

flashes of light,” he explained 4.

excitedly.

The captain discussed the
ifleawith thé®communications
officer, and then she decided.to

i idga a try. “Let’s hope
your ‘dad is standing’ near
one #f the stations* lighted
windows and can ﬁguréiouf
what we'’re trying to do.”

, Jeff explail}*ed the cod&to the
communications officer. Then;
one of the shuttle’s powérful
spotlights was flashed on guad
off to send the first mes’sage

“AG FOUR CAN YOU
READ THIS MESSAGE?”

Everyone stared at the lighted +

windows on _the, station and
the messagé was repeated.
“AG- -FOUR "CAN YOU
READ THIS , MESSAGE?”
Nothing happe%d, but afte
the message, ~ was repeat
one e time, the lig
one of'the statlons *windows
started to bhnk ‘on and off
Jeff watched it-cargfully, then
exclaimed, “Fhey’re saging4
“Great idea, Jeff!” Paul said,
slapping Jeff on the shoulder. 4
* “Thanks, but1 can’t take the
credit for it,” Jeff said. “My dad

helped me learn the code, and +
*

K
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God helped me figure out how
to use it4

The messages flashed back
and forth between the shuttle
and the statfon for almost an
hour. Jeff was happy to learn
that everyone op the station
was safe, and he even got to
talk $o his-mom gnd dad. The
mieteoroid -swarm- had taken
them by sarprise, and one off
the ﬁ@{ t]zui:jgs damaged was
the—‘lasgg canﬂon Fhat’s when

_everyone 1;9&{ shelter:
¥

“Captdin; our sensors¥show
‘that the- “meteoroid .swarm is

Ver now, Pauil reported.

#Gogd. Tet-Ag-4 know that
welll ¢ 1rc1e the station fo chéck
son: the damage. Then we’ll
dock to unload;” ‘the -captain¥

+ ordered. As the shuttle neared

*the docking bay, Jeff’s smile
,vanishede The docking bay
was heavily damaged.
“Logks like you’ll be" going
back to Earthfor a while, Jeff”
Paul said; putting his arm
around the bo¥’s shoulders.
“The folks on Ag-4 have a
repairs to make before a
shuttle carﬁﬁock here. Say, all
this excitement has made me
hungry -again.. 1 promise not
to give you a Hﬁrd time about
praying 1f youll have *dinner
with me.”
+ Jeff and Paul headed back
to_the mid-deck. “You know;,

Paul; T've been space—walki%

¥



since I was a littl*kid. I could

. .4 ~Space walk from here to ‘the
sta*;n,” Jeff suggested.

“That’s an%er great idea,

kid, but -we only have two

+_space suits aboa}% and they’re

both too-big for

ou,” Paul said
sadly. *

+-  Jeff’s face broke into a big +

grift. “Wait right_here!” Then

he hurgied off to the equipment *
en he returned, he\y and exijakhe shuttle. The sphce

‘bay.
was .pushing a large crate:
“You “have .three space suits

+ aboardkthis trip,” he said. “I
just bought a new one when

¢ I'was on:Earth. I'm a growing

K boy, you know. I even haye a
« new jet pack.”
~“Put it on, Jeff” Paul

said with a grin. “I'l inform
the captain *that one of her
. passengers wpuld like to get

¥+ out and walk.”
By the ‘time Jeff was suited
properly, Paul returned to help
* with the air logk. “I'll miss you,
Gigabyte Brain. I was hoping
% you’d have a chance to tell me

more abotit this Ged of yours.
*
+

+

+ &
+
*
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y'm beginning= to_
*think-He just. might
really exist %~ .

Jeff~ smiled;.” You
know, Paul,*I’ﬁl going = *.
to have to leave mosty -
of my stuff here on the— _+
shuttlg. I, can’t space

.~ walk 1t —all home.
Would you like o borrow my
Bible? There’s a story in it that — *
reminds me oftyou. It’s about
a bnigh‘g light_and a man who
had some things he needed to
learn -about God: Why, he even
had the same name as you /M1l
miark the place, if you'd like.”
Paul took the Bible and put
it-with *his~ things. Then he
helped Jeff open the air lock

+

walk back to*Agﬁ' was fun. It
had been a whole year sinece
Jeff had zoomged around +the
station. Everyone’s going to be
kept pretty bifsy ge_t*ng this
station back in working .order,
he thought as he got a gobd
look at the da e. I don'’t
mind. It’s great to be home!

« As Jeff passed one of the
lighted windows, he saw his ‘
parents praying with several *
other people. “They’re thanking
You, God. And +I do too,” he
prayed. Then he headed for B e
¥service port and opened an air
lock. “T'm hpme!” he exied. “I'm
safely home.”

+ * '*+
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1. You wouldnt miss, for
anything, that big event—
the one thing you've looked
forward to all week. You
know you're going to enjoy
an epic good time. You need
that. It's been a tough week.
You need some rest or fun
and love to get through the
rough stuff coming up next
week. Read Exodus 20:8.

3. How do you feel when
someone misses a big event
you've planned to attend
with them? How do you get
closer to God when you keep
the Sabbath?

key verse
“Remember the Sabbath
day by keeping it holy."
Exodus 20G:8

faith

Play it out
&/

2. Jesus defined the Sabbath
for the Pharisees when they
challenged Him for healing
a man. Try this definition:
Keeping the Sabbath holy
is all about determining,
that no matter what, you're
going to make your date
with God and His people
so you can enjoy and be
encouraged by them. You
know things go better with
God because He gets you
through and cares for you.
He's given you His people
to spend time with and
show you His love when
you need to see it.

\@ 4. What three things help you keep dates with God? What
times do you enjoy most with Him: singing His praises? Doing
His work, serving? Reading His Word? Talking with Him?

Read more this week about keeping a special day to enjoy God:

O Exodus 20:8-11

O Matthew 11:28-30 O Matthew 12:1-15
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