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A Boy in the Temple
based on Matthew 2:19—23; luke 2:39–52

when king herod dies, an angel
visits joseph again in a dream.

get up!
take the child
and his mother

and go back home to
Israel. the ones who
were trying to kill

the child are
dead.

joseph takes the family back to
nazareth, where he sets up his
carpenter shop. jesus grows up
strong and wise and filled with
god’s grace. each spring, mary and 
joseph travel to jerusalem to
attend the passover feast. they
thank god for delivering his
people from slavery in egypt
hundreds of years ago.

   one year, when jesus
  is 12, the family goes
 to the feast as usual.
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In jerusalem, jesus spends
his time in the temple with the
wise men and teachers.

after the feast is over, mary
and joseph set out for home.
that night when they make camp ...

but no one has seen
jesus. frantic,
mary and joseph
go back to
jerusalem.
they look for
jesus nearly
everywhere
in the city.

finally, they find him
in the temple. jesus
is sitting with the

teachers.

joseph,
where is
jesus?

he must
be with his

friends. I’ll
find him.

jesus!
we’ve been

looking everywhere
for you. we were

so worried.

why were
you looking for

me? you know that
I need to be in my
father’s house.
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jesus returns to nazareth with mary 
and joseph, where he continues to grow
wiser and stronger. mary cherishes her
miraculous son in everything he does.
every day he becomes more pleasing to
god and to other people.

your son
has been asking hard
questions. but he has

given some great answers,
too. we are amazed
at his knowledge of

the scriptures.

miles away in the wilderness, another
young man follows god’s plan. but he
doesn’t hear god’s call in the temple;
he hears god in the desert ...



The Boy 
Who Stood 

Up to the Iron Iron 
DukeDuke

John and his father were 
working in the fields one spring 
morning when they heard a 
hunter’s horn. They looked up 
to see the hunters riding toward 
them.

“Quick, John! Shut the gate 
before they ride through the 
wheat field we just planted. 
They’ll ruin it. Don’t let anyone 
cross that field.”

John dropped his hoe and 
ran. He had just closed the 
gate when the hunters came 
galloping up.

“Open the gate and let us 
pass!” shouted the first hunter.

“My father said no one may 
ride across the field.”

“Stubborn boy!” shouted 
another man. “Here, take this 
money and let us through.”

“No one can ride through,” 
John said firmly.

Just then a tall, serious-
looking man rode up to the gate. 
“I am the Duke of Wellington. 

My orders are obeyed without 
question,” he told John. “I 
command you to open the gate 
and let us through.”

John gazed at the man. 
So this was the famous “Iron 
Duke.” Only last year the duke 
had conquered Napoleon’s 
army at the Battle of Waterloo. 
The Duke was the greatest hero 
in England! How could John 
defy him?

John took off his cap, but 
he did not back away. “Your 
Grace,” he replied, “I am 
honored to stand before you. 
Surely the Duke of Wellington 
would not want me to disobey 
my father’s orders.”

The duke got off his horse, 
removed his hat, and said to 
John, “I bow before a boy who 
cannot be bribed or frightened 
into disobeying orders.”

He jumped back on his horse 
and led the riders away, leaving 
the field in John’s care.



Children, obey your parents in the 
Lord, for this is right.     Ephesians 6: 1



Make a Father’s Day 

card from old magazines. 

Cover the front of the 

card with pictures about 

your dad’s special 

interests (cooking, sports, 

reading, etc.). Inside 

the card, print a Bible 

verse about families and 

fathers—for example, 

Joshua 24:15 or Proverbs 

20:7

Celebrate Father’s Day! Put some of these ideas

into action and surprise Dad all week long.

Help plan a special m
eal 

using Dad’s favorite 

recipes. Let everyone in 

the family contribute 

something by making 

a dish, decorating 

the table, or doing 

something else. Put 

streamers and balloons 

on Dad’s chair.

Spend an evening 

playing favorite family 

games, snacking, and coaxing 

Dad to talk about the “good 

old days” when he was a boy. 

Finish the evening by reading 

and discussing Joshua 24:14-

18 and thanking God for the 

family He gave you.

Make up an acrostic 
using the letters in the 

word Father. Choose words 
that tell about your dad. 

(Example: Faithful for 
F, Active for A, and so 

on.) Tape your acrostic 
someplace where he’ll 

discover it—on the car 
steering wheel, on a 

mirror, or in his briefcase.
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Father’s Day SpecialFather’s Day Special



Crown your dad “King 

for a day.” Start off with 

a breakfast and a prayer 

of thanks for your father, 

and then present him 

with a decorated paper 

crown. Let Dad plan the 

day—choose menus, 

places to go, what to 

watch on TV—while you 

cooperate eagerly with all 

his suggestions (even the 

corny ones!).

Nothing makes 

your dad happier than 

seeing what you can do. 

Get your act together and 

put on a special Father’s 

Day performance. Give a 

miniconcert, a gymnastics 

routine, or a talent show 

in his honor.

Prepare a surprise “Father, This Is Your Life” party. Starting with Mom, have each family member recall several amusing incidents that involved Dad. Bring in props, slides, and photos to use in retelling the stories. If possible, invite some friends of your father’s to make surprise guest appearances.
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Father’s Day SpecialFather’s Day Special



2. Parents don’t always give 
you a hard time or an ear-
ful. They often give help 
and hope. Their guidance 
is like a bridge that carries 
you across hard times, pro-
viding solid footing across 
dangerous ground, and 
lending safety in a storm. 
Go your own way and you’ll 
be pulled into a racing river 
of life problems, sink into 
soggy ground, wander away 
from values you need, and 
maybe get lost. But when 
you trust and follow your 
parents, as Jesus obeyed His 
parents, your steps forward 
will be secure.

1. “Father knows best” and 
“Mom told you so.” How 
many times have you heard 
that? Listening to your par-
ents might seem a pain 
because you think you know 
what they’re going to say or 
they’ll just tell you what to 
do. But even Jesus began 
and ended His life listening 
to and leaning on His Father. 
Read Proverbs 1:8.

3. What rules seem most  
difficult to obey? What rules 
from His heavenly Father 
helped Jesus most in doing 
what He came to earth to 
do? How so?

    faith
forward

Read more this week about trust and obeying your parents:
a Exodus 20:12  a Luke 2:41-52  a Ephesians 6:1–3

4. Draw a picture of a bridge. Above the bridge, list the big 
rules your parents have given you. Below, what trouble does 
each one keep you from sinking into?

in touch with God

  key verse 
Listen, my son, to your father’s 
instruction and do not forsake 
your mother’s teaching.  
             Proverbs 1:8
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Pause a minute

Play it out

Take a look back

Record your thoughts


