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Exodus 12 

The Passover and the Festival of Unleavened Bread – Verses 1-11 

1 The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in Egypt, 2 “This month is to be for you the first month, the 
first month of your year. 3 Tell the whole community of Israel that on the tenth day of this 
month each man is to take a lamb for his family, one for each household. 4 If any household is 
too small for a whole lamb, they must share one with their nearest neighbor, having taken into 
account the number of people there are. You are to determine the amount of lamb needed in 
accordance with what each person will eat. 5 The animals you choose must be year-old males 
without defect, and you may take them from the sheep or the goats. 6 Take care of them until 
the fourteenth day of the month, when all the members of the community of Israel must 
slaughter them at twilight. 7 Then they are to take some of the blood and put it on the sides 
and tops of the doorframes of the houses where they eat the lambs. 8 That same night they 
are to eat the meat roasted over the fire, along with bitter herbs, and bread made without 
yeast. 9 Do not eat the meat raw or boiled in water, but roast it over a fire—with the head, 
legs and internal organs. 10 Do not leave any of it till morning; if some is left till morning, you 
must burn it. 11 This is how you are to eat it: with your cloak tucked into your belt, your sandals 
on your feet and your staff in your hand. Eat it in haste; it is the LORD’s Passover. 

12:1-3 Certain holidays were instituted by God himself. Passover was a holiday designed to celebrate 
Israel’s deliverance from Egypt and to remind the people of what God had done. Holidays can be 
important today, too, as annual reminders of what God has done for us. Develop traditions in your 
family to highlight the religious significance of certain holidays. These serve as reminders to the 
older people and learning experiences for the younger ones.  

12:3-27 For the Israelites to be spared from the plague of death, a lamb with no defects had to be 
killed and its blood placed on the doorframes of each home. What was the significance of the lamb? 
In killing the lamb, the Israelites shed innocent blood. The lamb was a sacrifice, a substitute for the 
person who would have died in the plague. From this point on, the Hebrew people would clearly 
understand that for them to be spared from death, an innocent life had to be sacrificed in their place.  

12:6-11 The Festival of the Passover was to be an annual holiday in honor of the night when the Lord 
“passed over” the homes of the Israelites. The Hebrews followed God’s instructions by placing the 
blood of a lamb on the doorframes of their homes.  That night the firstborn son of every family that 
did not have blood on the doorframes was killed. The lamb had to be killed in order to get the blood 
that would protect them. (This foreshadowed the blood of Christ, the Lamb of God, who gave his 
blood for the sins of all people.) Inside their homes, the Israelites ate a meal of roast lamb, bitter 
herbs, and bread made without yeast. Unleavened bread could be made quickly because the dough did 
not have to rise. Thus they could leave at any time. Bitter herbs signified the bitterness of slavery.  



12:11 Eating the Passover feast while wearing traveling clothes was a sign of the Hebrews’ faith. 
Although they were not yet free, they were to prepare themselves, for God had said he would lead 
them out of Egypt. Their preparation was an act of faith. Preparing ourselves for the fulfillment of 
God’s promises, however unlikely they may seem, demonstrates our faith. 

The Festival of Unleavened Bread – Verses 12-20 

12 “On that same night I will pass through Egypt and strike down every firstborn of both people 
and animals, and I will bring judgment on all the gods of Egypt. I am the LORD. 13 The blood will 
be a sign for you on the houses where you are, and when I see the blood, I will pass over you. 
No destructive plague will touch you when I strike Egypt. 14 “This is a day you are to 
commemorate; for the generations to come you shall celebrate it as a festival to the LORD—a 
lasting ordinance. 15 For seven days you are to eat bread made without yeast. On the first day 
remove the yeast from your houses, for whoever eats anything with yeast in it from the first 
day through the seventh must be cut off from Israel. 16 On the first day hold a sacred assembly, 
and another one on the seventh day. Do no work at all on these days, except to prepare food 
for everyone to eat; that is all you may do. 17 “Celebrate the Festival of Unleavened 
Bread, because it was on this very day that I brought your divisions out of Egypt. Celebrate 
this day as a lasting ordinance for the generations to come. 18 In the first month you are to eat 
bread made without yeast, from the evening of the fourteenth day until the evening of the 
twenty-first day. 19 For seven days no yeast is to be found in your houses. And anyone, whether 
foreigner or native-born, who eats anything with yeast in it must be cut off from the community 
of Israel. 20 Eat nothing made with yeast. Wherever you live, you must eat unleavened bread.” 

12:17 Passover and the Festival of Unleavened Bread became an annual remembrance of how God 
delivered the Hebrews from Egypt. Each year the people would pause to remember the day when the 
destroyer (God’s angel of death) passed over their homes. They gave thanks to God for saving them 
from death and bringing them out of a land of slavery and sin. Believers today have experienced a day 
of deliverance as well—the day we were delivered from spiritual death and slavery to sin. The Lord’s 
Supper is our Passover remembrance of our new life and freedom from sin. The next time struggles 
and trials come, remember how God has delivered you in the past and focus on his promise of new life 
with him. 

The First Passover – Verses 21-28 

21 Then Moses summoned all the elders of Israel and said to them, “Go at once and select the 
animals for your families and slaughter the Passover lamb. 22 Take a bunch of hyssop, dip it into 
the blood in the basin and put some of the blood on the top and on both sides of the doorframe. 
None of you shall go out of the door of your house until morning. 23 When the LORD goes through 
the land to strike down the Egyptians, he will see the blood on the top and sides of the doorframe 
and will pass over that doorway, and he will not permit the destroyer to enter your houses and 
strike you down. 24 “Obey these instructions as a lasting ordinance for you and your 
descendants. 25 When you enter the land that the LORD will give you as he promised, observe 
this ceremony. 26 And when your children ask you, ‘What does this ceremony mean to 
you?’ 27 then tell them, ‘It is the Passover sacrifice to the LORD, who passed over the houses of 
the Israelites in Egypt and spared our homes when he struck down the Egyptians.’” Then the 
people bowed down and worshiped. 28 The Israelites did just what the LORD commanded Moses 
and Aaron. 



12:21 The deliverance of Passover was not only for them, but also for their children, and all 
generations to follow. Passover was the greatest work of redemption performed on the Old Testament 
side of the cross.  In the same way Jesus gave the new Passover, saying that His work on the cross 
was not only for that generation, but should be remembered and applied to all generations (Luke 22:14-
20). 

12:27 In Passover, there was a two-fold work. First, an enemy was defeated (He struck the 
Egyptians). Second, God’s people were set free and given a new identity, with new promises, a new 
walk, a new life altogether.  

12:27-28 So the people bowed their heads and worshipped: Rightfully, the immediate reaction of 
Israel to this announcement (before it actually happened) was worship. They honored the God who 
said He would do all this for them. Then the children of Israel went away and did so: In many ways 
these were the most important words of the whole account. As great as God’s deliverance was, the 
people would have never received it if they had failed to do what God told them to do. 

The Exodus – Verses 29-42 

29 At midnight the LORD struck down all the firstborn in Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh, 
who sat on the throne, to the firstborn of the prisoner, who was in the dungeon, and the 
firstborn of all the livestock as well. 30 Pharaoh and all his officials and all the Egyptians got up 
during the night, and there was loud wailing in Egypt, for there was not a house without someone 
dead. 31 During the night Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron and said, “Up! Leave my people, 
you and the Israelites! Go, worship the LORD as you have requested. 32 Take your flocks and 
herds, as you have said, and go. And also bless me.” 33 The Egyptians urged the people to 
hurry and leave the country. “For otherwise,” they said, “we will all die!” 34 So the people took 
their dough before the yeast was added, and carried it on their shoulders in kneading 
troughs wrapped in clothing. 35 The Israelites did as Moses instructed and asked the Egyptians 
for articles of silver and gold and for clothing. 36 The LORD had made the Egyptians favorably 
disposed toward the people, and they gave them what they asked for; so they plundered the 
Egyptians. 37 The Israelites journeyed from Rameses to Sukkoth. There were about six hundred 
thousand men on foot, besides women and children. 38 Many other people went up with them, and 
also large droves of livestock, both flocks and herds. 39 With the dough the Israelites had 
brought from Egypt, they baked loaves of unleavened bread. The dough was without yeast 
because they had been driven out of Egypt and did not have time to prepare food for themselves. 
40 Now the length of time the Israelite people lived in Egypt was 430 years. 41 At the end of 
the 430 years, to the very day, all the LORD’s divisions left Egypt. 42 Because the LORD kept 
vigil that night to bring them out of Egypt, on this night all the Israelites are to keep vigil to 
honor the LORD for the generations to come. 

12:29-30 Every firstborn child of the Egyptians died, but the Israelite children were spared because 
the blood of the lamb had been placed on their doorframes. So begins the story of redemption, the 
central theme of the Bible.     Redemption means “to buy back” or “to save from captivity by paying a 
ransom.” One way to buy back a slave was to offer an equivalent or superior slave in exchange. That 
is the way God chose to buy us back—he offered his Son in exchange for us.     In Old Testament 
times, God accepted symbolic offerings. Jesus had not yet been sacrificed, so God accepted the life 
of an animal in place of the life of the sinner. When Jesus came, he substituted his perfect life for 
our sinful lives, taking the penalty for sin that we deserve. Thus he redeemed us from the power of 



sin and restored us to God. Jesus’ sacrifice made animal sacrifice no longer necessary.     We must 
recognize that if we want to be freed from the deadly consequences of our sins, a tremendous price 
must be paid. But we don’t have to pay it. Jesus Christ, our substitute, has already redeemed us by 
his death on the cross. Our part is to trust him and accept his gift of eternal life. Our sins have been 
paid for, and the way has been cleared for us to begin a relationship with God (Titus 2:14; Hebrews 
9:13-15, 23-26). 

12:34 A kneading trough was a large bowl made of wood, bronze, or pottery and used for kneading 
dough. Bread was made by mixing water and flour in the trough with a small piece of leavened dough 
saved from the previous day’s batch. Bread was the primary food in the Hebrews’ diet, and thus it 
was vital to bring the trough along. It could be easily carried on the shoulder.  

12:37-38 The total number of people leaving Egypt is estimated to have been about two million. The 
“many other people” may have been Egyptians and others who were drawn to the Hebrews by God’s 
mighty works and who decided to leave Egypt with them. 

Passover Restrictions – Verses 43-51 

43 The LORD said to Moses and Aaron, “These are the regulations for the Passover meal: “No 
foreigner may eat it. 44 Any slave you have bought may eat it after you have 
circumcised him, 45 but a temporary resident or a hired worker may not eat it. 46 “It must be 
eaten inside the house; take none of the meat outside the house. Do not break any of the 
bones. 47 The whole community of Israel must celebrate it. 48 “A foreigner residing among you 
who wants to celebrate the LORD’s Passover must have all the males in his household circumcised; 
then he may take part like one born in the land. No uncircumcised male may eat it. 49 The same 
law applies both to the native-born and to the foreigner residing among you.” 50 All the Israelites 
did just what the LORD had commanded Moses and Aaron. 51 And on that very day 
the LORD brought the Israelites out of Egypt by their divisions. 

12:43 To share in the Passover, one had to make themselves part of the people of Israel. Receiving 
the covenant of circumcision and taking Passover were all part of the same package. Passover was 
commemorated on a family level. Each household celebrated it. 

12:46 None of the bones of the Passover lamb were to be broken. This looked forward to Jesus, the 
ultimate Passover Lamb, who had not one bone broken even in His crucifixion (Psalm 22:17 and John 
19:31-36. 
 
12:50-51  All who were part of Israel had to commemorate the Passover redemption. You couldn’t be 
part of God’s people and not share in Passover. Israel kept the commandments of God that Moses 
delivered. Their faith and obedience saved their firstborn, plundered the Egyptians, and set them 
free from Egypt. 
 
12:51  When Israel left Egypt, it was a nation born in a day. It was as if the 430 years were a time 
of gestation when the baby grew large. The plagues were like labor pains before birth and now the 
nation was born. 

 


