
What then is Apollos? What is Paul? They are servants through 
whom you believed, and each has the role the Lord has given.  I 
planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. 
1 CORINTHIANS 3:5–6, CSB

If you like fast-action results, you should not take up 
gardening. It is the slow and steady act of consistent 
day-in and day-out nurturing and cultivating the plants. 
Likewise, sharing the gospel where we live, work and 
play can be slow work. We build relationships and share 
the love of Christ in word and deed. We pray our friends 
and family who do not know Christ will turn away from 
their sins and turn toward Him in humble submission. In 
this sometimes-slow process, the Lord uses other men 
and women to call people to Himself. Each person has 
a role they play in their influence of drawing people into 
the kingdom. While God uses our labor and the labors 
of others, true spiritual growth comes from God Himself. 
As you share the gospel with your one, resist the urge to 
become frustrated when people become Christians or 
grow spiritually as a result of another’s influence. You may 
plant and another may water, but ultimately God causes 
them to grow. 

Recall the people who played a role in your own story of 
salvation. Communicate—a thank you note, a phone call, 
a text message, etc.—your gratitude in their willingness to 
be used by the Lord to call you to Himself.
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