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Leviticus 9 

The Priests Begin Their Ministry – Verses 1-6 

1 On the eighth day Moses summoned Aaron and his sons and the elders of Israel. 2 He said 
to Aaron, “Take a bull calf for your sin offering and a ram for your burnt offering, both 
without defect, and present them before the LORD. 3 Then say to the Israelites: ‘Take a 
male goat for a sin offering, a calf and a lamb—both a year old and without defect—for a 
burnt offering, 4 and an ox and a ram for a fellowship offering to sacrifice before the LORD, 
together with a grain offering mixed with olive oil. For today the LORD will appear to you.’” 
5 They took the things Moses commanded to the front of the tent of meeting, and the entire 
assembly came near and stood before the LORD. 6 Then Moses said, “This is what 
the LORD has commanded you to do, so that the glory of the LORD may appear to you.” 

9:1 The number 8, throughout the Bible, means new beginnings. Just as a son was circumcised on 
the eighth day of life, we find that Aaron was completely consecrated for the priesthood on the 
8th day. Aaron was in his days of consecration 7 days and now on the eighth day, he will take on 
the office of high priest. From the eighth day on, Aaron will be carrying on the office of high 
priest in the tabernacle. At first, Moses will still be advising Aaron of God's will, but Aaron will 
be handling the offerings as high priest. The elders of Israel were called, so they would realize 
it was God's will for Aaron and his sons to take care of the people's needs toward God in the 
tabernacle. Jesus rose from the dead on the first day of the week. Grace is a new beginning in 
Christ. An Old Testament account which strongly speaks of new beginnings, is the account of 
Noah, his wife, his 3 sons, and their wives. These 8 would start over again to populate the earth. 
I think all of this leaves no doubt that 8 means new beginnings. 

9:4 This coming and bringing these offerings to the door of the tabernacle by the people, is 
saying they have accepted Aaron as the high priest. Up until this time, you remember, they would 
only listen to Moses. You remember from previous lessons, that the high priest was to offer for 
himself first, so that God would allow him to offer for the people. The high priest's sins must be 
offered for, before he would be worthy to offer for the people.  

9:1-24 This chapter relates the inauguration of the tabernacle service. Aaron first offered a 
“young calf for a sin offering” and “a ram for a burnt offering” for himself. He had already been 
washed, clothed, and anointed for service. Thus, it might seem surprising that he is so soon to 
offer up a sin offering. Yet this is a reminder of our need of daily cleansing from sin due to its 
defilement. The “young calf” was unique; for no other person at any time was such a sacrifice 
needed. It is possible that the connection is with his preparing a golden calf (in Exodus chapter 
32). The burnt offering symbolized his need for consecration wholly to God. For the people in 
addition to a sin offering and a burnt offering, there were to be presented a “meat” [grain] 
“offering” and “a sacrifice of peace offerings”. The “grain offering” symbolized the consecration 



to God of the fruit of one’s labor. It indicated that all of their toil or activities should be 
dedicated to God. And the “peace offerings” conveyed the concept of fellowship and communion 
with God. 

The Priests Begin Their Ministry – Verses 7-11 

7 Moses said to Aaron, “Come to the altar and sacrifice your sin offering and your burnt 
offering and make atonement for yourself and the people; sacrifice the offering that is for 
the people and make atonement for them, as the LORD has commanded.” 8 So Aaron came to 
the altar and slaughtered the calf as a sin offering for himself. 9 His sons brought the blood 
to him, and he dipped his finger into the blood and put it on the horns of the altar; the 
rest of the blood he poured out at the base of the altar. 10 On the altar he burned the 
fat, the kidneys and the long lobe of the liver from the sin offering, as the LORD commanded 
Moses; 11 the flesh and the hide he burned up outside the camp. 

9:7 This is only observed to show, that as Aaron did not take upon him this office of himself. But 
was called unto it, and invested with it, by the appointment of God. So, neither did he enter upon 
it but through the call of God by Moses, in the sight of the congregation. These offerings opened 
the way to the Father. If you will, these sacrifices and offerings reconciled them to God. Jesus, 
who is our sacrifice and offering, opened the way to the Father for us. The curtain to the holy of 
holies tore from the top to the bottom when Jesus' body died on the cross. This tearing of the 
curtain was not of man's doing. It was opened by Jesus for all who will believe. 

The Priests Begin Their Ministry – Verses 12-17 

12 Then he slaughtered the burnt offering. His sons handed him the blood, and he splashed 
it against the sides of the altar. 13 They handed him the burnt offering piece by piece, 
including the head, and he burned them on the altar. 14 He washed the internal organs and 
the legs and burned them on top of the burnt offering on the altar. 15 Aaron then brought 
the offering that was for the people. He took the goat for the people’s sin offering and 
slaughtered it and offered it for a sin offering as he did with the first one. 16 He brought 
the burnt offering and offered it in the prescribed way. 17 He also brought the grain 
offering, took a handful of it and burned it on the altar in addition to the morning’s burnt 
offering. 

9:12 We dealt with these offerings in great detail in the first few lessons of this study. Aaron, 
even though he was to be high priest, had sinned and needed forgiveness, just as his sons did, and 
just as the congregation did. Aaron is a shadow of the great High Priest, Jesus Christ our Savior. 
The difference in Aaron and the person of Jesus which he shadowed, was that Jesus had no sin 
to be forgiven for. 

The Priests Begin Their Ministry – Verses 18-21 

18 He slaughtered the ox and the ram as the fellowship offering for the people. His sons 
handed him the blood, and he splashed it against the sides of the altar. 19 But the fat 
portions of the ox and the ram—the fat tail, the layer of fat, the kidneys and the long lobe 



of the liver— 20 these they laid on the breasts, and then Aaron burned the fat on the 
altar. 21 Aaron waved the breasts and the right thigh before the LORD as a wave offering, as 
Moses commanded. 

9:20 The fat in every offering was God's. The rump here, was actually the fat tail of the animal. 
The fat and all of these inward parts were to be burned as a sweet savor to the LORD. The breast 
was not burned here. It was just the fat and inwards burned. 

The Priests Begin Their Ministry – Verses 22-24 

22 Then Aaron lifted his hands toward the people and blessed them. And having sacrificed 
the sin offering, the burnt offering and the fellowship offering, he stepped down. 23 Moses 
and Aaron then went into the tent of meeting. When they came out, they blessed the people; 
and the glory of the LORD appeared to all the people. 24 Fire came out from the presence of 
the LORD and consumed the burnt offering and the fat portions on the altar. And when all 
the people saw it, they shouted for joy and fell facedown. 

9:22-23 In 9:6 Moses said to the people, “This is what the LORD has commanded you to do, so 
that the glory of the LORD may appear to you.” Moses, Aaron, and the people then got to work 
and followed God’s instructions. Soon after, the glory of the Lord appeared. Often we look for 
God’s glorious acts without concern for following his instructions. Do you serve God in the daily 
routines of life, or do you wait for him to do a mighty act? If you depend on his glorious acts, you 
may find yourself sidestepping your everyday duty to obey. 

9:24 As a display of his mighty power, God sent fire from the sky to consume Aaron’s offering. 
The people fell to the ground in awe. Some people wonder if God really exists because they don’t 
see his activity in the world. But God is at work in today’s world just as he was in Moses’ world. 
Where a large body of believers is active for him, God tends not to display his power in the form 
of mighty physical acts. Instead, he works to change the world through the work of these 
believers. When you realize that, you will begin to see acts of love and faith that are just as 
supernatural. 
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