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Leviticus 13 

Diagnosis of skin eruptions – Verses 1-8                                                               
1 The LORD said to Moses and Aaron, 2 “When anyone has a swelling or a rash or a shiny 
spot on their skin that may be a defiling skin disease, they must be brought to Aaron the 
priest or to one of his sons who is a priest. 3 The priest is to examine the sore on the skin, 
and if the hair in the sore has turned white and the sore appears to be more than skin deep, 
it is a defiling skin disease. When the priest examines that person, he shall pronounce them 
ceremonially unclean. 4 If the shiny spot on the skin is white but does not appear to be more 
than skin deep and the hair in it has not turned white, the priest is to isolate the affected 
person for seven days. 5 On the seventh day the priest is to examine them, and if he sees 
that the sore is unchanged and has not spread in the skin, he is to isolate them for another 
seven days. 6 On the seventh day the priest is to examine them again, and if the sore has 
faded and has not spread in the skin, the priest shall pronounce them clean; it is only a rash. 
They must wash their clothes, and they will be clean. 7 But if the rash does spread in their 
skin after they have shown themselves to the priest to be pronounced clean, they must appear 
before the priest again. 8 The priest is to examine that person, and if the rash has spread in 
the skin, he shall pronounce them unclean; it is a defiling skin disease. 
 
13:1-8 I will tell you right from the beginning, there are 2 kinds of leprosy. One leprosy (the 
physical), you can see with your eyes, but there is also a leprosy of the spirit. Even though you cannot 
see the leprosy of the spirit, it does not make it any less deadly. Leprosy (here called “a defiling skin 
disease”) is a name applied to various serious skin diseases, greatly feared in Bible times. Some of 
these diseases, unlike the disease we call leprosy or Hansen’s disease today, were highly contagious. 
The worst of them slowly ruined the body and, in most cases, were fatal. Lepers were separated from 
family and friends and confined outside the camp. Since priests were responsible for the health of 
the camp, it was their duty to expel and readmit lepers. If someone’s leprosy appeared to go away, 
only the priest could decide if that person was truly cured. Leprosy is often used in the Bible as an 
illustration of sin because sin is contagious and destructive and leads to separation.  

Diagnosis of raw, inflamed flesh - Verses 9-17                                                                                  
9 “When anyone has a defiling skin disease, they must be brought to the priest. 10 The priest 
is to examine them, and if there is a white swelling in the skin that has turned the hair white 
and if there is raw flesh in the swelling, 11 it is a chronic skin disease and the priest shall 
pronounce them unclean. He is not to isolate them, because they are already unclean. 12 “If 
the disease breaks out all over their skin and, so far as the priest can see, it covers all the 
skin of the affected person from head to foot, 13 the priest is to examine them, and if the 
disease has covered their whole body, he shall pronounce them clean. Since it has all turned 
white, they are clean. 14 But whenever raw flesh appears on them, they will be unclean. 
15 When the priest sees the raw flesh, he shall pronounce them unclean. The raw flesh is 
unclean; they have a defiling disease. 16 If the raw flesh changes and turns white, they must 
go to the priest. 17 The priest is to examine them, and if the sores have turned white, the 
priest shall pronounce the affected person clean; then they will be clean. 



 
13:9-17 This “showed that this was not a superficial leprosy, but one of a deeper and more malignant 
nature, that had eaten into the very flesh, for which cause it is in the next verse called an old, or 
inveterate, or grown leprosy.”  If a man or a woman was diagnosed with leprosy, they were no longer 
in isolation under the supervision of the priests. They lived on their own, excluded from the larger 
community of Israel (as described in verse 45-46). 

“The only thing that the priest could do, was to discover whether or not the disease was actual leprosy. 
If it were not, then there might be a period of separation, and presently a restoration to the 
community. If it were leprosy, nothing could be done other than to separate the sufferer completely 
from others.”  

13:12-17 “At first sight this seems a very extraordinary provision. When the leprosy was beginning 
to show itself, and whilst the marks were hardly distinguishable, the poor patient was treated as 
unclean; but, when it had fully developed, from the crown of the head to the sole of the foot, the 
priest pronounced the leper clean.” 

“As long as we excuse our sins, and dream that there is much in us which is noble and lovely, we are 
not fit subjects for God’s saving grace…. we must confess that from the crown of our head to the 
sole of our foot we are fill of need and sin – then we are nearest Christ, and in a fit condition to be 
richly blest, and made the channel of blessing to others.” 

Diagnosis of boils - Verses 18-23                
18 “When someone has a boil on their skin and it heals, 19 and in the place where the boil was, a 
white swelling or reddish-white spot appears, they must present themselves to the priest. 20 The 
priest is to examine it, and if it appears to be more than skin deep and the hair in it has turned 
white, the priest shall pronounce that person unclean. It is a defiling skin disease that has 
broken out where the boil was. 21 But if, when the priest examines it, there is no white hair in 
it and it is not more than skin deep and has faded, then the priest is to isolate them for seven 
days. 22 If it is spreading in the skin, the priest shall pronounce them unclean; it is a defiling 
disease. 23 But if the spot is unchanged and has not spread, it is only a scar from the boil, and 
the priest shall pronounce them clean. 

13:20 We have been discussing the similarity between leprosy as a disease, and sin. Sin is spoken of 
as corruption. This is always a repulsive thing. The examining of this by the high priest is like the 
leader of the church examining the actions of someone who has erred. Was the thing they did in 
ignorance, was it a sin done with no intent of harm, or was it a sin from within? If this sin was a sin 
formed in the inside of man, then we see the worst kind of sin. This type sin, would separate the 
person from the flock. The leader of the church must decide which type of transgression this is. Is 
the sin to be forgiven and just go on, should there be some kind of restitution to the offended, or 
should the sinner be cut off from the flock? 

Diagnosis of burns - Verses 24-28                 
24 “When someone has a burn on their skin and a reddish-white or white spot appears in the raw 
flesh of the burn, 25 the priest is to examine the spot, and if the hair in it has turned white, 
and it appears to be more than skin deep, it is a defiling disease that has broken out in the 
burn. The priest shall pronounce them unclean; it is a defiling skin disease. 26 But if the priest 
examines it and there is no white hair in the spot and if it is not more than skin deep and has 
faded, then the priest is to isolate them for seven days. 27 On the seventh day the priest is to 



examine that person, and if it is spreading in the skin, the priest shall pronounce them unclean; 
it is a defiling skin disease. 28 If, however, the spot is unchanged and has not spread in the skin 
but has faded, it is a swelling from the burn, and the priest shall pronounce them clean; it is 
only a scar from the burn. 

13:27 Leprosy in the beginning, is a hidden disease. Sometimes the first indication that a person had 
it, would be a harmless looking little bump would surface. Many times, for literally years, that would 
be all you would see. Then when you least expect it, the thing would burst into a full blown sore. Sin 
is sometimes hidden for a long time, then all of a sudden, it will show its ugly face. We may hide our 
sin from the world, but the great High Priest (Jesus), knows all about our sin, and some time we will 
have to stand before Him and be judged. 

Diagnosis of scales in the scalp or in the beard - Verses 29-37       
29 “If a man or woman has a sore on their head or chin, 30 the priest is to examine the sore, 
and if it appears to be more than skin deep and the hair in it is yellow and thin, the priest shall 
pronounce them unclean; it is a defiling skin disease on the head or chin. 31 But if, when the 
priest examines the sore, it does not seem to be more than skin deep and there is no black hair 
in it, then the priest is to isolate the affected person for seven days. 32 On the seventh day 
the priest is to examine the sore, and if it has not spread and there is no yellow hair in it and 
it does not appear to be more than skin deep, 33 then the man or woman must shave themselves, 
except for the affected area, and the priest is to keep them isolated another seven days. 34 On 
the seventh day the priest is to examine the sore, and if it has not spread in the skin and 
appears to be no more than skin deep, the priest shall pronounce them clean. They must wash 
their clothes, and they will be clean. 35 But if the sore does spread in the skin after they are 
pronounced clean, 36 the priest is to examine them, and if he finds that the sore has spread in 
the skin, he does not need to look for yellow hair; they are unclean. 37 If, however, the sore is 
unchanged so far as the priest can see, and if black hair has grown in it, the affected person 
is healed. They are clean, and the priest shall pronounce them clean. 

13:27 Judgement of sin many times must be postponed until all the facts are in and the accused has 
a chance to defend himself. This being shaven could have a number of implications. It could be that 
even the very appearance of evil was to be removed. The shaving of the head could also be a momentary 
loss of authority, until the accusation died down. The seven still means spiritually complete. This 
waiting seven days here could also mean, until the church is satisfied there is no sin, only the 
appearance of sin. We are cautioned to not give even the appearance of evil. This would be doubly 
important for people in authority. 

Diagnosis of skin complications and baldness - Verses 38-44            
38 “When a man or woman has white spots on the skin, 39 the priest is to examine them, and if 
the spots are dull white, it is a harmless rash that has broken out on the skin; they are clean. 
40 “A man who has lost his hair and is bald is clean. 41 If he has lost his hair from the front of 
his scalp and has a bald forehead, he is clean. 42 But if he has a reddish-white sore on his bald 
head or forehead, it is a defiling disease breaking out on his head or forehead. 43 The priest is 
to examine him, and if the swollen sore on his head or forehead is reddish-white like a defiling 
skin disease, 44 the man is diseased and is unclean. The priest shall pronounce him unclean 
because of the sore on his head. 
 



13:44 The beginning of sin is in the mind. Evil thoughts bring evil deeds. A person who looks at 
pornography, will eventually do some of the things they fantasize while reading this filthy literature. 
This pronouncing this man unclean, it seems, is even more serious. He is pronounced not just unclean, 
but utterly unclean. Our society is sick in their minds. Remember, anything your eyes see, and anything 
your ears hear, becomes a part of you.  
 
The prescription for “treating” leprosy - Verses 45-46           
45 “Anyone with such a defiling disease must wear torn clothes, let their hair be unkempt,[ cover 
the lower part of their face and cry out, ‘Unclean! Unclean!’ 46 As long as they have the disease 
they remain unclean. They must live alone; they must live outside the camp. 

13:45-46 A person with a defiling skin disease had to perform this strange ritual to protect others 
from coming too near. Because the skin diseases described in Leviticus were highly contagious, it was 
important that healthy people stay away from those who were infected. 

Regulations About Defiling Molds – Verses 47-59             
47 “As for any fabric that is spoiled with a defiling mold—any woolen or linen clothing, 48 any woven 
or knitted material of linen or wool, any leather or anything made of leather— 49 if the affected 
area in the fabric, the leather, the woven or knitted material, or any leather article, is greenish or 
reddish, it is a defiling mold and must be shown to the priest. 50 The priest is to examine the 
affected area and isolate the article for seven days. 51 On the seventh day he is to examine it, and 
if the mold has spread in the fabric, the woven or knitted material, or the leather, whatever its 
use, it is a persistent defiling mold; the article is unclean. 52 He must burn the fabric, the woven or 
knitted material of wool or linen, or any leather article that has been spoiled; because the defiling 
mold is persistent, the article must be burned. 53 “But if, when the priest examines it, the mold has 
not spread in the fabric, the woven or knitted material, or the leather article, 54 he shall order that 
the spoiled article be washed. Then he is to isolate it for another seven days. 55 After the article 
has been washed, the priest is to examine it again, and if the mold has not changed its appearance, 
even though it has not spread, it is unclean. Burn it, no matter which side of the fabric has been 
spoiled. 56 If, when the priest examines it, the mold has faded after the article has been washed, 
he is to tear the spoiled part out of the fabric, the leather, or the woven or knitted material. 57 But 
if it reappears in the fabric, in the woven or knitted material, or in the leather article, it is a 
spreading mold; whatever has the mold must be burned. 58 Any fabric, woven or knitted material, or 
any leather article that has been washed and is rid of the mold, must be washed again. Then it will 
be clean.” 59 These are the regulations concerning defiling molds in woolen or linen clothing, woven or 
knitted material, or any leather article, for pronouncing them clean or unclean. 

13:47-59 God subjected the world to this condition upon the fall of Adam and Eve. And He did so 
purposefully (Romans 8:18-23). God wants us to have a holy dissatisfaction with the way that things are so 
that we will be driven to seek Him who will one day make things as they were meant to be. In other words, 
God allows all kinds of afflictions to get our attention that we might see our sinful condition, confess 
ourselves as unclean, and seek God for the cure. And the one who has the cure is the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Only He is able to deliver us from our sinful condition. We can come to Him confidently knowing that the 
Lord Jesus makes lepers clean (see Mark 1:40-42)! 


	Regulations About Defiling Molds – Verses 47-59             47 “As for any fabric that is spoiled with a defiling mold—any woolen or linen clothing, 48 any woven or knitted material of linen or wool, any leather or anything made of leather— 49 if the ...
	13:47-59 God subjected the world to this condition upon the fall of Adam and Eve. And He did so purposefully (Romans 8:18-23). God wants us to have a holy dissatisfaction with the way that things are so that we will be driven to seek Him who will one ...

