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Deuteronomy 2 
 

Moses Remembers The Journey Through The Land Of Edom – Verses 1-7 

1 Then we turned back and set out toward the wilderness along the route to the Red Sea, as 
the LORD had directed me. For a long time we made our way around the hill country of Seir. 
2 Then the LORD said to me, 3 “You have made your way around this hill country long 
enough; now turn north. 4 Give the people these orders: ‘You are about to pass through the 
territory of your relatives the descendants of Esau, who live in Seir. They will be afraid of you, 
but be very careful. 5 Do not provoke them to war, for I will not give you any of their land, not 
even enough to put your foot on. I have given Esau the hill country of Seir as his own. 6 You are 
to pay them in silver for the food you eat and the water you drink.’” 7 The LORD your God has 
blessed you in all the work of your hands. He has watched over your journey through this vast 
wilderness. These forty years the LORD your God has been with you, and you have not lacked 
anything. 

2:4-6 When the Israelites passed through Seir, God advised them to be careful. The Israelites were 
known as warriors, and the descendants of Esau—the Edomites—would be understandably nervous 
as the great crowd passed through their land. God warned the Israelites not to start a fight, to respect 
the Edomites’ territory, and to pay for whatever they used. God wanted the Israelites to deal justly with 
these neighbors. We must also act justly in dealing with others. Recognize the rights of others, even 
your opponents. By behaving wisely and justly you may be able to establish or restore a relationship. 

Moses Remembers The Journey Through Moab – Verses 8-15 

8 So we went on past our relatives the descendants of Esau, who live in Seir. We turned from the 
Arabah road, which comes up from Elath and Ezion Geber, and traveled along the desert road 
of Moab. 9 Then the LORD said to me, “Do not harass the Moabites or provoke them to war, for I 
will not give you any part of their land. I have given Ar to the descendants of Lot as a 
possession.” 10 (The Emites used to live there—a people strong and numerous, and as tall as 
the Anakites. 11 Like the Anakites, they too were considered Rephaites, but the Moabites called 
them Emites. 12 Horites used to live in Seir, but the descendants of Esau drove them out. They 
destroyed the Horites from before them and settled in their place, just as Israel did in the land 
the LORD gave them as their possession.) 13 And the LORD said, “Now get up and cross the Zered 
Valley.” So we crossed the valley. 14 Thirty-eight years passed from the time we left Kadesh 
Barnea until we crossed the Zered Valley. By then, that entire generation of fighting men had 
perished from the camp, as the LORD had sworn to them. 15 The LORD’s hand was against them 
until he had completely eliminated them from the camp. 

2:11 Both Moab and Ammon had removed a tall Anakim-like people usually known as the Rephaites, 
but called Emites by the Moabites and Zamzummites by the Ammonites (2:20). If our enemies seem 
overwhelming, we must remember that God can deliver us as he did the Israelites.  



2:14-15 Israel did not have to spend 40 years on the way to the Promised Land. God sentenced them 
to wilderness wanderings because they rejected his love, rebelled against his authority, ignored his 
commands for right living, and willfully broke their end of the agreement made in Exodus 19:8 and 24:3-
8. In short, they disobeyed God. We often make life’s journey more difficult than necessary by 
disobedience. Accept God’s love, read and follow his commands in the Bible, and make a promise to 
stick with God whatever your situation. You will find that your life will be less complicated and more 
rewarding. 

Going Through The Land Of The Ammonites – Verses 16-23 

16 Now when the last of these fighting men among the people had died, 17 the LORD said to 
me, 18 “Today you are to pass by the region of Moab at Ar. 19 When you come to the 
Ammonites, do not harass them or provoke them to war, for I will not give you possession of 
any land belonging to the Ammonites. I have given it as a possession to the descendants of 
Lot.” 20 (That too was considered a land of the Rephaites, who used to live there; but the 
Ammonites called them Zamzummites. 21 They were a people strong and numerous, and as tall 
as the Anakites. The LORD destroyed them from before the Ammonites, who drove them out and 
settled in their place. 22 The LORD had done the same for the descendants of Esau, who lived in 
Seir, when he destroyed the Horites from before them. They drove them out and have lived in 
their place to this day. 23 And as for the Avvites who lived in villages as far as Gaza, the 
Caphtorites coming out from Caphtor destroyed them and settled in their place.) 

2:16-23 I will not give you any of the land of the people of Ammon: As with the Edomites and the 
Moabites, the land of the Ammonites was also not for the people of Israel. 

 Moses Remembers The Conquest Of Sihon, King Of The Amorites – Verses 24-30 

24 “Set out now and cross the Arnon Gorge. See, I have given into your hand Sihon the 
Amorite, king of Heshbon, and his country. Begin to take possession of it and engage him in 
battle. 25 This very day I will begin to put the terror and fear of you on all the nations under 
heaven. They will hear reports of you and will tremble and be in anguish because of you.”26 From 
the Desert of Kedemoth I sent messengers to Sihon king of Heshbon offering peace and  
saying, 27 “Let us pass through your country. We will stay on the main road; we will not turn 
aside to the right or to the left. 28 Sell us food to eat and water to drink for their price in silver. 
Only let us pass through on foot— 29 as the descendants of Esau, who live in Seir, and the 
Moabites, who live in Ar, did for us—until we cross the Jordan into the land the LORD our God 
is giving us.” 30 But Sihon king of Heshbon refused to let us pass through. For the LORD your 
God had made his spirit stubborn and his heart obstinate in order to give him into your 
hands, as he has now done. 

2:25 God told Moses he would make the enemy nations terrified of Israel. By worldly standards, Israel’s 
army was not intimidating, but Israel had God on its side. Moses no longer had to worry about his 
enemies because his enemies were worried about him. God often goes before us in our daily battles, 
preparing the way and overcoming barriers. We need to follow him wholeheartedly and be alert to his 
leading. 

2:30 The LORD your God hardened his spirit and made his heart obstinate, that He might deliver him 
into your hand: God worked behind the scenes in hardening the heart of Sihon, the King of the Amorites. 
It was right for God to do this because the Creator has the right to do whatever He pleases with His 
creatures. But it was also right because of the way God did it. God did not persuade a reluctant Sihon 
to act out against Israel; God simply let Sihon's heart take the evil way it wanted to take. 



2:30 That He might deliver him into your hand: This explains why God hardened the heart of Sihon. 
God led Sihon into the destructive course that his heart desired so that the land of the Amorites became 
the possession and inheritance of Israel. 

Moses Remembers The Conquest Of Sihon, King Of The Amorites – Verses 31-37 

31 The LORD said to me, “See, I have begun to deliver Sihon and his country over to you. Now 
begin to conquer and possess his land.” 32 When Sihon and all his army came out to meet us in 
battle at Jahaz, 33 the LORD our God delivered him over to us and we struck him down, together 
with his sons and his whole army. 34 At that time we took all his towns and completely 
destroyed them—men, women and children. We left no survivors. 35 But the livestock and the 
plunder from the towns we had captured we carried off for ourselves. 36 From Aroer on the rim 
of the Arnon Gorge, and from the town in the gorge, even as far as Gilead, not one town was 
too strong for us. The LORD our God gave us all of them. 37 But in accordance with the command 
of the LORD our God, you did not encroach on any of the land of the Ammonites, neither the land 
along the course of the Jabbok nor that around the towns in the hills. 

2:31-34 Utterly destroyed the men, women, and little ones of every city; we left none remaining: The 
war against the Amorites was one of the unique wars of judgment God told Israel to fight. In it, Israel 
was not just to defeat the Amorites on the field of battle, but to bring judgment against their whole 
society. 

2:35-37 There was not one city too strong for us: Thirty-eight years before, Israel refused to go into the 
Promised Land because they felt they were over-matched militarily. Here, when they began to enter 
the land by faith, God showed them how it could have been 38 years before - if they had only believed 
Him. There was not one city too strong for us is actually, "there was not one city too high for us." The 
high walls of the Canaanite cities had intimidated Israel 38 years before (see Deuteronomy 1:28). But 
walking in faith, they were now nothing before the LORD. 
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