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Deuteronomy 10

God's Plan Of Recovery For Israel After The Rebellion At Mount Sinai — Verses 1-5

1 At that time the LoRD said to me, “Chisel out two stone tablets like the first ones and come up
to me on the mountain. Also make a wooden ark. 21 will write on the tablets the words that were
on the first tablets, which you broke. Then you are to put them in the ark.” 3So | made the ark
out of acacia wood and chiseled out two stone tablets like the first ones, and | went up on the
mountain with the two tablets in my hands. 4 The LORD wrote on these tablets what he had
written before, the Ten Commandments he had proclaimed to you on the mountain, out of the
fire, on the day of the assembly. And the LORD gave them to me. 5 Then | came back down the
mountain and put the tablets in the ark | had made, as the LORD commanded me, and they are
there now.

10:1 Hew for yourself two tablets of stone like the first: Moses broke the tablets of the law, not only out
of anger, but also as a powerful visual representation of Israel's breaking of the law of God. Now God
commanded that the law be restored by bringing forth two new tablets of the law. God wanted His
written word to be the starting point for Israel's right walk with Him. Therefore He restored the tablets,
even writing on the second tablets with His own hand.

This is a powerful picture of the inspiration of God's word; though God did not literally write the
Scriptures with His own hand, He did perfectly guide the minds and hands of the writers, so that the
Scriptures are "God-breathed" (2 Timothy 3:16), that is, given by the inspiration of God.

10:5 The tablets of the law were still in the ark about 500 years later when Solomon put it in his newly
built temple (1 Kings 8:9). The ark last appears in the Israelites’ history during the reign of Josiah, about
300 years after Solomon (2 Chronicles 35:3).

In Order To Deal With Israel's Sin Problem, God Established An Enduring Priesthood — Verses
6-9

6 (The Israelites traveled from the wells of Bene Jaakan to Moserah. There Aaron died and was
buried, and Eleazar his son succeeded him as priest. “ From there they traveled to Gudgodah
and on to Jotbathah, a land with streams of water. & At that time the LORD set apart the tribe of
Levi to carry the ark of the covenant of the LORD, to stand before the LORD to minister and to
pronounce blessings in his name, as they still do today. ° That is why the Levites have no share
or inheritance among their fellow Israelites; the LORD is their inheritance, as the LORD your God
told them.)

10:6 Where Aaron died, and where he was buried; and Eleazar his son ministered as priest in his stead:
This parenthesis speaking about the priesthood demonstrated the need for priestly sacrifice and
intercession in getting right with God after a time of rebellion. Israel needed the sacrifice, intercession,
and blessing that the Levites would bring to the nation.

10:8-9 To stand before the LORD to minister to Him and to bless in His name: Getting right with God
after a time of rebellion must always have a focus on the priestly ministry of Jesus on our behalf. This



work of Jesus is shown in His atonement for our sin at the cross, on His intercession for us in heaven,
and on the blessing that He brings to us from heaven.

Israel Need To Move On Towards The Promised Land, So God Gave Moses The Command To
Go Forth — Verses 10-11

9 Now | had stayed on the mountain forty days and forty nights, as | did the first time, and
the LORD listened to me at this time also. It was not his will to destroy you. ' “Go,” the LoRD said
to me, “and lead the people on their way, so that they may enter and possess the land | swore
to their ancestors to give them.”

10:10 Arise, begin your journey: Israel's rebellion at Mount Sinai with the golden calf was significant; it
was no small matter. Yet God was not done with them. After they came back to His word and came
through His priesthood, it was time to move on. God had a place to take them and they had to get about
the business of getting there.

10:11 That they may go in and possess the land: Getting right with God after a time of rebellion
must always come to a place of progress again. It does no good to come back to the word, come
through God's priesthood in Jesus, and then remain stuck in the same place. God wants us to move
on with Him, and when we are walking right with God again, we will go in and possess the land.

What The LORD Requires Of His People — Verses 12-13

12 And now, Israel, what does the LORD your God ask of you but to fear the LoRD your God, to
walk in obedience to him, to love him, to serve the LORD your God with all your heart and with
all your soul, *and to observe the LORD’s commands and decrees that | am giving you today
for your own good?

10:12-13 Often we ask, “What does God expect of me?” Here Moses gives a summary that is simple
in form and easy to remember. Here are the essentials: (1) Fear God (have reverence for him). (2) Live
in a way that pleases him (follow him). (3) Love him. (4) Serve him with all your heart and soul. (5)
Observe his commands. How often we complicate faith with man-made rules, regulations, and
requirements. Are you frustrated and burned out from trying hard to please God? Concentrate on his
real requirements and find peace. Respect, follow, love, serve, and obey.

Why God Requires This From Israel — Verses 14-15

4To the LorD your God belong the heavens, even the highest heavens, the earth and
everything in it. 'S Yet the LORD set his affection on your ancestors and loved them, and he
chose you, their descendants, above all the nations—as it is today.

10:14-15 The LORD delighted only in your fathers, to love them: God requires this conduct from His
people because they are His special possession. Though heaven and earth belong to God, He set His
focus and attention on Israel beginning with their fathers.

You above all peoples, as it is this day: Being chosen - having the special attention of God focused
upon you - is a place of great privilege, but also a place of great responsibility. Israel had a special
responsibility to obedience.



A Call To Obedience, Reverence, And Compassion — Verses 16-22

16 Circumcise your hearts, therefore, and do not be stiff-necked any longer. 7 For the LORD your
God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great God, mighty and awesome, who shows no
partiality and accepts no bribes. '® He defends the cause of the fatherless and the widow, and
loves the foreigner residing among you, giving them food and clothing. '° And you are to
love those who are foreigners, for you yourselves were foreigners in Egypt. 2°Fear
the LORD your God and serve him. Hold fast to him and take your oaths in his name. 2" He is the
one you praise; he is your God, who performed for you those great and awesome wonders you
saw with your own eyes. 22 Your ancestors who went down into Egypt were seventy in all, and
now the LORD your God has made you as numerous as the stars in the sky.

10:16-19 God required all male lIsraelites to be circumcised, but he wanted them to go beyond
performing the surgery to understanding its meaning. They needed to submit to God inside, in their
hearts, as well as outside, in their bodies. Then they could begin to imitate God’s love and justice in
their relationships with others. If our hearts are right with God, then our relationships with other people
can be made right, too. When your heart has been cleansed and you have been reconciled to God, you
will begin to see a difference in the way you treat others.

10:17 In saying that the Lord is God of gods and Lord of lords, Moses was distinguishing the true God
from all the local gods worshiped throughout the land. Then Moses went a step further, calling God
“‘mighty and awesome.” He has such awesome power and justice that people cannot stand before him
without his mercy. Fortunately, his mercy toward his people is unlimited. When we begin to grasp the
extent of God’s mercy toward us, we see what true love is and how deeply God loves us. Although our
sins deserve severe judgment, God has chosen to show love and mercy to all who seek him.

10:21 Who has done for you these great and awesome things: The obedience God calls us to is always
set in the context of what He did for us. Our service and obedience unto the LORD is based on what
He has done for us, and is to be the grateful response to His goodness. If there is a lack in obedience
and reverence, there is almost always a lack of appreciation for what the LORD has done.

10:21-22 He is your praise: This is true in two senses. First, He is the object of our praise; second, He
is also the One who makes us praiseworthy. Any wisdom, beauty, or skill we show is not to our praise
- but He is your praise.



