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Deuteronomy 16 

 

The Sacrifice Of The Passover – Verses 1-2 

1 Observe the month of Aviv and celebrate the Passover of the LORD your God, because in 
the month of Aviv he brought you out of Egypt by night. 2 Sacrifice as the Passover to 
the LORD your God an animal from your flock or herd at the place the LORD will choose as a 
dwelling for his Name.  

16:1 You shall sacrifice the Passover to the LORD … in the place where the LORD chooses to put 
His name: At the first Passover, each family in Israel sacrificed the Passover lamb at their home. But 
when Israel came into the Promised Land, the sacrifice was to be made at the tabernacle (and later, 
the temple). 

16:1 For in the month of Abib the LORD your God brought you out of Egypt by night: Exodus 
12 describes the first Passover, when Israel was delivered from Egypt, and God sent His judgment 
upon the firstborn of Egypt. God passed over the homes which obediently sacrificed the Passover 
lamb and applied its blood to the door posts of the home. 

16:2 Keep the Passover to the LORD: Prophetically, the feast of Passover clearly presents Jesus 
as our Passover (1 Corinthians 5:7), the Lamb of God who was sacrificed, and whose blood was 
received and applied, so the wrath of God would pass over us. 

The Feast Of Unleavened Bread, Associated With Passover – Verses 3-4 

3 Do not eat it with bread made with yeast, but for seven days eat unleavened bread, the bread 
of affliction, because you left Egypt in haste—so that all the days of your life you may 
remember the time of your departure from Egypt. 4 Let no yeast be found in your possession 
in all your land for seven days. Do not let any of the meat you sacrifice on the evening of the 
first day remain until morning. 

16:3 For you came out of the land of Egypt in haste: For the first Passover, the unleavened bread 
was a practical necessity; they left Egypt in such a hurry there was no time to allow for the dough 
to rise. The purity of the feast of Unleavened Bread followed upon the blood-deliverance of 
Passover; we can only walk in purity before the LORD after we have had the blood-deliverance at 
the cross. 

16:4 You shall eat no leavened bread with it: Prophetically, the feast of Unleavened Bread relates 
to the time of Jesus' burial, after His perfect, sinless sacrifice on the cross, during which He was 
received by God the Father as holy and complete (the Holy One who would not see 
corruption, Acts 2:27), perfectly accomplishing our salvation. 

Regulations For Passover – Verses 5-8                
5 You must not sacrifice the Passover in any town the LORD your God gives you 6 except in 
the place he will choose as a dwelling for his Name. There you must sacrifice the Passover 
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in the evening, when the sun goes down, on the anniversary of your departure from 
Egypt. 7 Roast it and eat it at the place the LORD your God will choose. Then in the morning 
return to your tents. 8 For six days eat unleavened bread and on the seventh day hold an 
assembly to the LORD your God and do no work. 

16:5-6 Thou mayest not sacrifice the passover within any of thy gates—The passover was to be 
observed nowhere but in the court of the tabernacle or temple, as it was not a religious feast or 
sacramental occasion merely, but an actual sacrifice (Ex 12:27; 23:18; 34:25). The blood had to be 
sprinkled on the altar and in the place where the true Passover was afterwards to be sacrificed for 
us "at even, at the going down of the sun"—literally, "between the evenings." 

16:8 Feast of Unleavened Bread (mazzoth) lasted only for six days and the seventh was to be 
devoted to a service of a different kind; it prescribes that the seventh day of the festival was to be 
celebrated by an assembling of the whole of those who had come to the feast; the festival was to be 
wound up with a day of holy convocation, in which no work was to be done (Leviticus 23:36).  

The Fest of Weeks – Verses 9-10 

9 Count off seven weeks from the time you begin to put the sickle to the standing 
grain. 10 Then celebrate the Festival of Weeks to the LORD your God by giving a freewill 
offering in proportion to the blessings the LORD your God has given you.  

16:9-10 From the time you begin to put the sickle to the grain: The Feast of Weeks (or Pentecost) 
was a feast associated with the joy of harvest, during which Israelites brought a freewill offering unto 
the LORD, as a demonstration of the thanks in their heart. 

 The Joy Of Pentecost – Verses 11-12 

11 And rejoice before the LORD your God at the place he will choose as a dwelling for his 
Name—you, your sons and daughters, your male and female servants, the Levites in your 
towns, and the foreigners, the fatherless and the widows living among you. 12 Remember that 
you were slaves in Egypt, and follow carefully these decrees. 

16:11 You shall rejoice: There was no ritual of sacrifice commanded at Pentecost. Instead, it was a 
time of joyful thanksgiving for the harvest, and heart-response to God. The joy of Pentecost was 
intensified by remembering the bondage Israel had escaped. 

16:12 And you shall remember that you were a slave in Egypt, and you shall be careful to observe 
these statutes: Leviticus 23:15-21 describes how, at the feast of Pentecost, Israel was to celebrate 
by bringing a new grain offering to the LORD and by waving two loaves of leavened bread unto the 
LORD. Prophetically, this is a powerful picture of the work of God in the New Covenant, fulfilled at 
the Day of Pentecost in Acts 2. 

The Observance Of The Festival of Tabernacles - Verses 13-15 

13 Celebrate the Festival of Tabernacles for seven days after you have gathered the produce 
of your threshing floor and your winepress. 14 Be joyful at your festival—you, your sons and 
daughters, your male and female servants, and the Levites, the foreigners, the fatherless and 
the widows who live in your towns. 15 For seven days celebrate the festival to the LORD your 
God at the place the LORD will choose. For the LORD your God will bless you in all your harvest 
and in all the work of your hands, and your joy will be complete. 
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16:13 You shall observe the Feast of Tabernacles seven days: This was to happen on the fifteenth 
day of the Jewish month Tishri (on the Jewish ceremonial calendar). The Feast of Tabernacles was 
a time to rejoice in God's deliverance and provision for Israel during the time of wilderness 
wandering; a time when having come into the Promised Land, looking back with gratitude on all God 
had done to deliver and provide in the tough times of the wilderness. 

16:14 Your manservant and your maidservant: We see here also the great social good God intended 
in the Sabbath and in the Feasts; in other ancient cultures, there was no day off, and there were no 
holidays. Here, God commands both holidays and "vacation days" - all centered on Him! 

16:15 Observe the Feast of Tabernacles: Prophetically, the feast of Tabernacles speaks of the 
millennial rest of comfort of God for Israel and all of God's people; it is all about peace and rest, from 
beginning to end. 

The Command To Observe Each Of These Three Feasts – Verses 16-17           
16 Three times a year all your men must appear before the LORD your God at the place he will 
choose: at the Festival of Unleavened Bread, the Festival of Weeks and the Festival of 
Tabernacles. No one should appear before the LORD empty-handed: 17 Each of you must bring 
a gift in proportion to the way the LORD your God has blessed you. 

16:16-17 Three times a year every male was to make a journey to the sanctuary in the city that would 
be designated as Israel’s religious capital. At these festivals, each participant was encouraged to 
give what he could in proportion to what God had given him. God does not expect us to give more 
than we can, but we will be blessed when we give cheerfully. For some, 10 percent may be a burden. 
For most of us, that would be far too little. Look at what you have and then give in proportion to what 
you have been given. 

The Appointment of Judges – Verses 18-20         
18 Appoint judges and officials for each of your tribes in every town the LORD your God is 
giving you, and they shall judge the people fairly. 19 Do not pervert justice or show 
partiality. Do not accept a bribe, for a bribe blinds the eyes of the wise and twists the words 
of the innocent. 20 Follow justice and justice alone, so that you may live and possess the land 
the LORD your God is giving you. 

16:18-20 These verses anticipated a great problem the Israelites would face when they arrived in 
the Promised Land. Although they had Joshua as their national leader, they failed to complete the 
task and choose other spiritual leaders who would lead the tribes, districts, and cities with justice 
and God’s wisdom. Because they did not appoint wise judges and faithful administrators, rebellion 
and injustice plagued their communities. It is a serious responsibility to appoint or elect wise and just 
officials. In your sphere of influence—home, church, school, job—are you ensuring that justice and 
godliness prevail? Failing to choose leaders who uphold justice can lead to much trouble, as Israel 
would discover. 

Prohibition To Worshiping Other Gods – Verses 21-22               
21 Do not set up any wooden Asherah pole beside the altar you build to the LORD your 
God, 22 and do not erect a sacred stone, for these the LORD your God hates. 

 16:21-22 You shall not plant for yourself any tree, as a wooden image, near the altar: Such sacred 
totems were common among the Canaanites. Israel might have been tempted to be "seeker 
sensitive" and add such items to their worship of the God of Israel. He wanted none of it. God says 
of such thing, which the LORD your God hates. 
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