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Deuteronomy 30
Prosperity After Turning To The Lord - Verse 1
When all these blessings and curses I have set before you come on you and you take them
to heart wherever the LORD your God disperses you among the nations,
1

30:1 Now it shall come to pass, when all these things come upon you: Under the inspiration of the
LORD, Moses carefully explained the blessings and curses that would come upon an obedient or
disobedient Israel. Under the same inspiration, Moses knew that all these things would come
upon Israel. From the height of blessing during the reigns of David and Solomon, to the depth of
cursing at the fall of Jerusalem, Israel’s history has been a legacy of either being blessed or cursed
under the terms of the Old Covenant.
30:1 And you call them to mind among all the nations where the LORD your God drives you: God
knew that Israel would be scattered and exiled, and here through Moses, God calls
the Diaspora (Israel dispersed among the nations) to remember the promises of the blessing and
the curse.
God’s Promise To Restore Israel In The Promised Land – Verses 2-5
2 and

when you and your children return to the LORD your God and obey him with all your
heart and with all your soul according to everything I command you today, 3 then
the LORD your God will restore your fortunes[a] and have compassion on you and gather you
again from all the nations where he scattered you. 4 Even if you have been banished to the
most distant land under the heavens, from there the LORD your God will gather you and bring
you back. 5 He will bring you to the land that belonged to your ancestors, and you will take
possession of it. He will make you more prosperous and numerous than your ancestors.
30:3 The restoration had to happen in the land of Israel. The modern restoration of Israel more
accurately fulfills this promise than the return from the Babylonian exile. In the return from the
Babylonian exile, Israel was still a vassal state of the Persians. But in the modern restoration of
Israel, you shall possess it is literally fulfilled.
30:5 He will prosper you and multiply you more than your fathers: This promise is fulfilled only in the
modern restoration of Israel, not in the return from the Babylonian exile. In the days of the return
from the Babylonian exile, the Jewish community was small, weak, and poor. But today, under the
modern restoration of Israel, the state of Israel does indeed prosper and the promise to multiply you
more than your fathers is fulfilled. Israel, as a nation, is larger, stronger, and richer than at any time
in Biblical history.
30:2-5 Moses told the Hebrews that when they were ready to return to God, he would be ready to
receive them. God’s mercy is unbelievable. It goes far beyond what we can imagine. Even if the
Jews deliberately walked away from him and ruined their lives, God would still take them back. God

would give them inward spiritual renewal (circumcise their hearts). God wants to forgive us and bring
us back to himself, too. Some people will not learn this until their world has crashed in around them.
Then the sorrow and pain seem to open their eyes to what God has been saying all along. Are you
separated from God by sin? No matter how far you have wandered, God promises a fresh beginning
if only you will turn to him.
The Spiritual Restoration Of Israel- Verse 6
6 The

LORD your God will circumcise your hearts and the hearts of your descendants, so that
you may love him with all your heart and with all your soul, and live.
30:6 And the LORD your God will circumcise your heart... to love the LORD your God with all your
heart: As remarkable and as prophetically meaningful the modern restoration of Israel is, it is
incomplete. The spiritual dimension of the restoration has not yet been accomplished. Today Israel
is a largely secular nation. There is respect for the Bible as a book of history and national identity
but there is not, and has not been, a true turning to the LORD God, particularly as a nation.
30:6 But God’s promise still stands. As the final aspect of the promise to restore Israel, God will
restore them spiritually. He promises to circumcise your heart. This is an idea repeated in the
promises of the New Covenant, in passages like Ezekiel 36:26-27: I will give you a new heart and
put a new spirit within you; I will take the heart of stone out of your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.
I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will keep My judgments
and do them. Indeed, Paul promised that all Israel will be saved (Romans 11:26). Jesus said that He
would not return until Israel embraced Him as Messiah: For I say to you, you shall see Me no more
till you say, “Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD!” (Matthew 23:39)
Blessings Upon Repentant Israel – Verses 7-10
7 The

LORD your God will put all these curses on your enemies who hate and persecute
you. 8 You will again obey the LORD and follow all his commands I am giving you today. 9 Then
the LORD your God will make you most prosperous in all the work of your hands and in the
fruit of your womb, the young of your livestock and the crops of your land. The LORD will
again delight in you and make you prosperous, just as he delighted in your ancestors, 10 if
you obey the LORD your God and keep his commands and decrees that are written in this
Book of the Law and turn to the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul.
30:7-10 Also the LORD your God will put all these curses on your enemies... The LORD your God
will make you abound: In part, these prophecies are fulfilled now in the modern restoration of Israel.
But perhaps their ultimate fulfillment will happen in the millennium, when Israel has restored as a
people truly turned to the LORD and His Messiah, Jesus.
Israel’s Capability To Keep The Covenant– Verses 11-14
11 Now

what I am commanding you today is not too difficult for you or beyond your reach. 12 It
is not up in heaven, so that you have to ask, “Who will ascend into heaven to get it and
proclaim it to us so we may obey it?” 13 Nor is it beyond the sea, so that you have to ask,
“Who will cross the sea to get it and proclaim it to us so we may obey it?” 14 No, the word is
very near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart so you may obey it.

30:11-14 God has called us to keep his commands, while reminding us that his laws are not hidden
from us or beyond our reach. Have you ever said you would obey God if you knew what he wanted?
Have you ever complained that obedience is too difficult for a mere human? These are unacceptable
excuses. God’s laws are written in the Bible and are clearly evident in the world around us. Obeying
them is reasonable, sensible, and beneficial. The most difficult part of obeying God’s laws is simply
deciding to start now. Paul refers to this passage in Romans 10:5-8.

The Choice – Verses 15-18
15 See,

I set before you today life and prosperity, death and destruction. 16 For I command you
today to love the LORD your God, to walk in obedience to him, and to keep his commands,
decrees and laws; then you will live and increase, and the LORD your God will bless you in
the land you are entering to possess. 17 But if your heart turns away and you are not obedient,
and if you are drawn away to bow down to other gods and worship them, 18 I declare to you
this day that you will certainly be destroyed. You will not live long in the land you are crossing
the Jordan to enter and possess.
30:15 See, I have set before you today life and good, death and evil: Under the terms of the Old
Covenant, Israel had a choice: life or death, good or evil. It was up to them. God was going to glorify
Himself through Israel one way or another. How it would happen was really their choice.
30:16 The LORD your God will bless you in the land which you go to possess: Under the terms of
the Old Covenant, Israel, if obedient, would see blessing. If disobedient, then Israel would surely
perish. It was up to Israel and based on their conduct.
30:16 It is essential for us to understand that we, in Jesus Christ, do not relate to God on the terms
of the Old Covenant, but on the terms of a better covenant: The New Covenant. Under the New
Covenant, my relationship with God is not based on what I do for God, but on what Jesus has
done on my behalf. There is, of course, more to the New Covenant than this, but this is one crucial
distinction between the two covenants.
Choose Life – Verses 19-20
19 This

day I call the heavens and the earth as witnesses against you that I have set before
you life and death, blessings and curses. Now choose life, so that you and your children may
live 20 and that you may love the LORD your God, listen to his voice, and hold fast to him. For
the LORD is your life, and he will give you many years in the land he swore to give to your
fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.
30:19-20 Moses challenged Israel to choose life, to obey God, and therefore to continue
experiencing his blessings. God doesn’t force his will on anyone. He lets us decide whether to follow
him or reject him. This decision, however, is a life-or-death matter. God wants us to realize this, for
he would like us all to choose life. Daily, in each new situation, we must affirm and reinforce this
commitment.

