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Deuteronomy 34 

The Death of Moses: The vision of the Promised Land – Verses 1-3 

1 Then Moses climbed Mount Nebo from the plains of Moab to the top of Pisgah, across from 
Jericho. There the LORD showed him the whole land—from Gilead to Dan, 2 all of Naphtali, the 
territory of Ephraim and Manasseh, all the land of Judah as far as the Mediterranean Sea, 3 the 
Negev and the whole region from the Valley of Jericho, the City of Palms, as far as Zoar.  

33:1-3 Then Moses went up from the plains of Moab to Mount Nebo: As Israel camped on the plains 
of Moab, Moses climbed the heights of Mount Nebo — from which he could see the Promised 
Land, as far as the Western Sea. 

33:1-3 And the LORD showed him all the land: This was God’s sweet grace to Moses. Though he 
could not set foot in the Promised Land, God allowed him to see it. Standing on the peak of Nebo on 
the collection of Mountains called Pisgah, Moses stood on what is the modern nation of Jordan, 
looking towards the Promised Land. 

God’s Last Words To Moses – Verses 4 

4 Then the LORD said to him, “This is the land I promised on oath to Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob when I said, ‘I will give it to your descendants.’ I have let you see it with your eyes, but 
you will not cross over into it.” 

34:4 What a bittersweet moment! Moses saw this, and his heart was thrilled at being able to see the 
Promised Land as never before. Yet, there was no doubt a sadness in His heart, knowing that it was 
his own sin — his own misrepresentation of God (Numbers 20:7-12) — which led to his not being 
able to set foot in the Promised Land himself. Here he stood so close, yet so far away. 

34:4 Moses was the only person who ever spoke with God face-to-face (Exodus 33:11; Numbers 
12:8). He was called Israel’s greatest prophet. Yet even this great man was not allowed to enter the 
Promised Land because he disobeyed God (Numbers 20:12). No matter how good we are, or how 
much we’ve done for God, we sometimes disobey him. The result of our disobedience is that we will 
be disciplined. God disciplined Moses severely, but still called him his friend. When you experience 
the sting of God’s discipline, respond as Moses did. Don’t turn away in anger, embarrassment, or 
resentment. Instead, turn toward God with love, openness, and a desire to do better. 

The Death And Burial Of Moses – Verses 5-8 

5 And Moses the servant of the LORD died there in Moab, as the LORD had said. 6 He buried 
him in Moab, in the valley opposite Beth Peor, but to this day no one knows where his grave 
is. 7 Moses was a hundred and twenty years old when he died, yet his eyes were not weak nor 
his strength gone. 8 The Israelites grieved for Moses in the plains of Moab thirty days, until 
the time of weeping and mourning was over. 



34:5 So Moses the servant of the LORD died there in the land of Moab: Moses’ epitaph — what we 
might call the line on his tombstone, though he actually had none — was simple. At the end of it 
all, the title was simple: Moses the servant of the LORD. 

It wasn’t Moses, Prince of Egypt - Murderer of an Egyptian - Shepherd in the Wilderness - 
Spokesman for a Nation - Miracle Worker. At the end of it all, the title was simple: Moses the 
servant of the LORD. 

34:5 This should be enough for us. We often say it, and it sounds humble to say it, but it is more 
difficult to really live it. To be satisfied with simply being the servant of the LORD is a precious thing 
indeed. It is the happiest of all stations in life, for when the Master is glorified, the servants are 
satisfied. If one is truly a servant of the LORD, it can be demonstrated by a simple test: by how they 
react when someone treats them as a servant. Many are pleased to be servants for people of our 
own choosing or in circumstances of our own choosing. But that isn’t really being the servant of the 
LORD. 

34:6 And He buried him in a valley: Notably, the LORD buried Moses. This was more complicated 
than it sounds because the devil contended with God over the body of Moses. Jude 9 speaks of an 
occasion when Michael the archangel, in contending with the devil, when he disputed about the body 
of Moses. Apparently, there was a contention over the body of Moses, and according to Jude Michael 
the archangel won this contest as he appealed to the Lord’s authority: “The Lord rebuke you!”  

34:7 Moses was one hundred and twenty years old when he died: His eyes were not dim nor his 
natural vigor abated. Moses’ life was neatly divided into thirds. He spent 40 years as the crown prince 
of Egypt, 40 years as a humble shepherd in the wilderness, and 40 years leading the children of 
Israel to their destiny in the Promised Land. The first two-thirds were in preparation for the last one 
third. Moses was willing to let God prepare him for 80 years. 

24:8 The children of Israel wept… the days of weeping and mourning for Moses program did not end 
with Moses, nor does it end with any man. The torch is ended. As great as Moses was, the days of 
mourning for him ended. It was time to move on. God’s passed, and God’s work goes on. 

Joshua’s Leadership In Israel – Verse 9 

9 Now Joshua son of Nun was filled with the spirit[b] of wisdom because Moses had laid his 
hands on him. So the Israelites listened to him and did what the LORD had commanded 
Moses. 

34:9 For Moses had laid his hands on him: Moses’ prayer for Joshua was answered. Joshua was 
indeed full of the spirit of wisdom. Best of all, the children of Israel heeded him. The real test of 
leadership is to see if people actually follow you. 

The unique legacy of Moses – Verses 10-12 

10 Since then, no prophet has risen in Israel like Moses, whom the LORD knew face to 
face, 11 who did all those signs and wonders the LORD sent him to do in Egypt—to Pharaoh 
and to all his officials and to his whole land. 12 For no one has ever shown the mighty power 
or performed the awesome deeds that Moses did in the sight of all Israel. 



34:10-12 Moses, the man who did not want to be sent to Egypt because he was “slow of speech” 
(Exodus 4:10), delivered the three addresses to Israel that make up the book of Deuteronomy. God 
gave him the power to develop from a stuttering shepherd into a national leader and powerful orator. 
His courage, humility, and wisdom molded the Hebrew slaves into a nation. But Moses was one 
person who did not let success go to his head. In the end, God was still Moses’ best friend. His love, 
respect, and awe for God had grown daily throughout his life. Moses knew that it was not any 
greatness in himself that made him successful; it was the greatness of the all-powerful God in whom 
he trusted. There were many great and powerful prophets during the time of the kings. But it would 
be more than a thousand years before one greater than Moses would appear—Jesus. 

 


