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Joshua 12 

The Kings Conquered by Moses 

1 These are the kings of the land whom the children of Israel defeated, and whose land they 
possessed on the other side of the Jordan toward the rising of the sun, from the River 
Arnon to Mount Hermon, and all the eastern Jordan plain: 2 One king was Sihon king of the 
Amorites, who dwelt in Heshbon and ruled half of Gilead, from Aroer, which is on the bank of 
the River Arnon, from the middle of that river, even as far as the River Jabbok, which is the 
border of the Ammonites, 3 and the eastern Jordan plain from the Sea of Chinneroth as far as 
the Sea of the Arabah (the Salt Sea), the road to Beth Jeshimoth, and southward 
below the slopes of Pisgah. 4 The other king was Og king of Bashan and his territory, who 
was of the remnant of the giants, who dwelt at Ashtaroth and at Edrei, 5 and reigned 
over Mount Hermon, over Salcah, over all Bashan, as far as the border of the Geshurites and 
the Maachathites, and over half of Gilead to the border of Sihon king of Heshbon. 

12:1-24 Chapter 12 is a summary of the first half of the book of Joshua. It lists the kings and nations 
conquered by Joshua to both the east and the west of the Jordan River. As long as the people trusted 
and obeyed God, one evil nation after another fell in defeat. 

12:1 These are the kings of the land whom the children of Israel defeated: The land of these kings 
comprised Israel’s land on the eastern side of the Jordan river, on the other side of the Jordan toward 
the rising of the sun. 

12:1-5 This list only seems tedious to us because we do not live in the land. For those who received 
their inheritance there, these were essential matters that touched everyday life, answering the 
question: “What land belongs to Israel?” 

The Eastern Lands Are Deeded To The Tribes Of Reuben, Gad, And Half The Tribe Of 
Manasseh – Verse 6 

6 These Moses the servant of the LORD and the children of Israel had conquered; and Moses 
the servant of the LORD had given it as a possession to the Reubenites, the Gadites, and half 
the tribe of Manasseh. 

12:6 Half the tribe of Manasseh: Half of the tribe of Manasseh lived east of the Jordan River, and 
half of the tribe lived west of the Jordan River. 

The Kings Conquered By Joshua – Verses 7-8 

7 And these are the kings of the country which Joshua and the children of Israel conquered 
on this side of the Jordan, on the west, from Baal Gad in the Valley of Lebanon as far as Mount 
Halak and the ascent to Seir, which Joshua gave to the tribes of Israel as a possession 
according to their divisions, 8 in the mountain country, in the lowlands, in the Jordan plain, 
in the slopes, in the wilderness, and in the South—the Hittites, the Amorites, the Canaanites, 
the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites: 



12:7-8 These are the kings of the country which Joshua and the children of Israel conquered on 
this side of the Jordan: Again, this only seems tedious to us because it is not our land. If it were our 
land, we would read each line with great interest. 

A Specific Recounting Of The 31 Kings Conquered By Joshua – Verses 9-24 

9 the king of Jericho, one; the king of Ai, which is beside Bethel, one; 10 the king of Jerusalem, 
one; the king of Hebron, one; 11 the king of Jarmuth, one; the king of Lachish, one; 12 the king 
of Eglon, one; the king of Gezer, one; 13 the king of Debir, one; the king of Geder, one; 14 the 
king of Hormah, one; the king of Arad, one; 15 the king of Libnah, one; the king of Adullam, 
one; 16 the king of Makkedah, one; the king of Bethel, one; 17 the king of Tappuah, one; the 
king of Hepher, one; 18 the king of Aphek, one; the king of Lasharon, one; 19 the king of Madon, 
one; the king of Hazor, one; 20 the king of Shimron Meron, one; the king of Achshaph, 
one; 21 the king of Taanach, one; the king of Megiddo, one; 22 the king of Kedesh, one; the 
king of Jokneam in Carmel, one; 23 the king of Dor in the heights of Dor, one; the king of the 
people of Gilgal, one; 24 the king of Tirzah, one—all the kings, thirty-one. 

12:9 The king of Jericho: These descriptions are also important because they make it clear that 
these things happened at a real time, and in real places. These are not fairy tales that begin with 
“once upon a time,” this is history that begins with specific places and people and rulers. 

12:24 All the kings, thirty-one: As well, it was a way that Israel could forever remember the great 
things God had done for them. “Sometimes in the course of human experience it is good to sit down 
and reflect on what has been conquered by the grace of God.” 

12:24 All the kings: With all these kings conquered — with every one of these “principalities and 
powers” over the land defeated — there is no doubt that the land belonged to Israel, but the individual 
tribes still have much to possess for their own. 

PROFILE OF JOSHUA 

One of the greatest challenges facing leaders is to replace themselves, training others to become 
leaders. Many outstanding accomplishments have been started by someone with great ability whose 
life or career ended before the vision became reality. The fulfillment of that dream then became the 
responsibility of that person’s successor. Death is the ultimate deadline for leadership. One of the 
best tests of our leadership is our willingness and ability to train another for our position.      

Moses made an excellent decision when he chose Joshua as his assistant. That choice was later 
confirmed by God himself when he instructed Moses to commission Joshua as his successor 
(Numbers 27:15-23). Joshua had played a key role in the exodus from Egypt. Introduced as the field 
general of Israel’s army, he was the only person allowed to accompany Moses partway up the 
mountain when Moses received the law. Joshua and Caleb were the only 2 among the 12 scouts to 
bring back an encouraging report after being sent into the Promised Land the first time. Other 
references show him to have been Moses’ constant shadow. His basic training was living with 
Moses—experiencing firsthand what it meant to lead God’s people. This was modeling at its best!      

Who is your Moses? Who is your Joshua? You are part of the chain of God’s ongoing work in the 
world. You are modeling yourself after others, and others are patterning their lives after you. How 
important is God to those you want to be like? Do those who are watching you see God reflected in 
every area of your life? Ask God to lead you to a trustworthy Moses. Ask him to make you a good 
Joshua. 



Strengths And Accomplishments: Moses’ Assistant And Successor 

One of only two adults who experienced Egyptian slavery and lived to enter the Promised Land Led 
the Israelites into their God-given homeland Brilliant military strategist Faithful to ask God’s direction 
in the challenges he faced Lessons from his life: Effective leadership is often the product of good 
preparation and encouragement The persons after whom we pattern ourselves will have a definite 
effect on us A person committed to God provides the best model for us  

Key verses: “Moses did as the LORD commanded him. He took Joshua and had him stand before 
Eleazar the priest and the whole assembly. Then he laid his hands on him and commissioned him, 
as the LORD instructed through Moses” (Numbers 27:22-23).  

Joshua is also mentioned in Exodus 17:9-14; 24:13; 32:17; 33:11; Numbers 11:28; 13–14; 26:65; 
27:18-23; 32:11-12, 28; 34:17; Deuteronomy 1:38; 3:21, 28; 31:3, 7, 14, 23; 34:9; the book of Joshua; 
Judges 2:6-9; and 1 Kings 16:34. 

 

 

THE CONQUERED LAND  Josh. 12:1-24 

Joshua displayed brilliant military strategy in the way he went about conquering the land of Canaan. 
He first captured the well-fortified Jericho to gain a foothold in Canaan and to demonstrate the 
awesome might of the God of Israel. Then he gained the hill country around Bethel and Gibeon. 
From there he subdued towns in the lowlands. Then his army conquered important cities in the north, 
such as Hazor. In all, Israel conquered land both east (12:1–6) and west (12:7–24) of the Jordan 
River; from Mount Hermon in the north to beyond the Negev (the South) to Mount Halak in the south. 
Thirty-one kings and their cities had been defeated. The Israelites had overpowered the Hittites, the 
Amorites, the Canaanites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. Other peoples living in 
Canaan were yet to be conquered. 

 


