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Joshua 14

The Distribution Of The Land On The Western Side Of The Jordan River — Verses 1-2

T Now these are the areas the Israelites received as an inheritance in the land of Canaan,
which Eleazar the priest, Joshua son of Nun and the heads of the tribal clans of
Israel allotted to them. 2Their inheritances were assigned by lotto the nine and a half
tribes, as the LORD had commanded through Moses.

14:1-2 Eleazar the priest, Joshua the son of Nun, and the heads of the fathers of the tribes of the
children of Israel distributed as an inheritance to them: In this process, Joshua, Eleazar and
representatives from each tribe came together to supervise the casting of lots, which was directed
by the Lord.

An Explanation Of The Nine And One-Half Tribes Which Received Their Inheritance On The
West Side Of The Jordan - Verses 3-5

3 Moses had granted the two and a half tribes their inheritance east of the Jordan but had not
granted the Levites an inheritance among the rest, 4 for Joseph’s descendants had become
two tribes—Manasseh and Ephraim. The Levites received no share of the land but only towns
to live in, with pasturelands for their flocks and herds. ° So the Israelites divided the land, just
as the LorD had commanded Moses.

14:3-4 For the children of Joseph were two tribes: We commonly think and speak of the “twelve
tribes of Israel” but actually there were thirteen, because although there were twelve sons of Jacob
(Israel), the descendants of one of his sons, Joseph, divided into two tribes Manasseh and Ephraim).
This explains why you can have two and one-half tribes on the east side of the Jordan River, nine
and one-half tribes on the west side of the Jordan River, and one tribe with no province as their
inheritance.

14:5 The land was divided exactly as God had instructed Moses years before. Joshua did not change
a word. He followed God’s commands precisely. Often we believe that almost is close enough, and
this idea can carry over into our spiritual lives. For example, we may follow God’s Word as long as
we agree with it, but ignore it when the demands seem harsh. But God is looking for people who
follow instructions thoroughly.

Caleb remembers Moses’ promise — Verses 6-9

6 Now the people of Judah approached Joshua at Gilgal, and Caleb son of Jephunneh the
Kenizzite said to him, “You know what the LORD said to Moses the man of God at Kadesh
Barnea about you and me. 7| was forty years old when Moses the servant of the LORD sent
me from Kadesh Barnea to explore the land. And | brought him back a report according to my
convictions, 8 but my fellow Israelites who went up with me made the hearts of the people
melt in fear. |, however, followed the LORD my God wholeheartedly. ° So on that day Moses



swore to me, ‘The land on which your feet have walked will be your inheritance and that of
your children forever, because you have followed the LORD my God wholeheartedly.

14:6-9 Caleb was faithful from the start. As one of the original scouts sent into the Promised Land
(Numbers 13:30-33), he saw great cities and giants, yet he knew God would help the people conquer
the land. Because of Caleb’s faith, God promised him a personal inheritance of land (Numbers 14:24;
Deuteronomy 1:34-36). Here, 45 years later, the land was given to him. Caleb’s faith was still
unwavering. Although his inherited land still had giants, Caleb knew the Lord would help him conquer
them. Like Caleb, we must be faithful to God, not only at the start of our walk with him, but through
our entire lives. We must never allow ourselves to rest on our past accomplishments or reputations.

14:9 So Moses swore on that day, saying, ‘Surely the land where your foot has trodden shall be your
inheritance and your children’s forever: Caleb calls Joshua back to the promise Moses made
in Deuteronomy 1:35-36. When Caleb says | wholly followed the Lord my God, he isn’t being proud
— he is just quoting what Moses had said about him.

14:9 We should imitate Caleb’s boldness in asking for what God promised him. We may find it hard
to believe, but God appreciates this kind of boldness. We recognize that most successful people are
those who have wholly given themselves over to something. Will we wholly give ourselves over to
following the Lord?

Caleb Seizes God’s Promise — Verses 10-12

10“Now then, just as the LORD promised, he has kept me alive for forty-five years since the
time he said this to Moses, while Israel moved about in the wilderness. So here | am today,
eighty-five years old! ' | am still as strong today as the day Moses sent me out; I'm just as
vigorous to go out to battle now as | was then. ?Now give me this hill country that
the LORD promised me that day. You yourself heard then that the Anakites were there and
their cities were large and fortified, but, the LORD helping me, | will drive them out just as he
said.”

14:10 Here | am this day, eighty-five years old. As yet | am as strong this day as on the day that
Moses sent me: Though he is advanced in age, his strength is undiminished. At eighty-five he was
out leading the fight, and not against just any foe, but against the Anakim. This is how God wants us
to be in our spiritual life as we advance in years: growing older, but never weaker in Jesus.

14:11 Now therefore, give me this mountain of which the Lord spoke in that day; for you heard in
that day how the Anakim were there: In fact, Caleb wants the fight. He could have asked for an easy
place, but he knows that these foes must be faced and figures that he may as well be the one to do
it. He doesn’t leave the work to someone else, though he could have, especially at his age.

14:10-12 When Joshua gave Caleb his inheritance, it fulfilled a promise God had made to Caleb 45
years earlier. We expect such integrity and reliability from God, but do we expect the same from his
followers? How about you? Is your word this reliable? Would you honor a 45-year-old promise? God
would—and does. Even today he is honoring promises he made thousands of years ago. In fact,
some of his greatest promises are yet to be fulfilled. This gives us much to look forward to. Let your
faith grow as you realize that God keeps his word.

Caleb Seizes God’s Promise — Verses 13-15

3Then Joshua blessed Caleb son of Jephunneh and gave him Hebron as his inheritance.



14So Hebron has belonged to Caleb son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite ever since, because he
followed the LORD, the God of Israel, wholeheartedly. ' (Hebron used to be called Kiriath
Arba after Arba, who was the greatest man among the Anakites.) Then the land had rest from
war.

14:14-15 Because he wholly followed the Lord God of Israel: What if all of Israel had the heart of
Caleb? What if no one in Israel had the heart of Caleb? Again, Caleb’s secret is clear: he wholly
followed the Lord God of Israel. There was a total commitment in Caleb’s life. The Anakites were a
race of giants who inhabited parts of the land before Joshua’s conquest.



