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Joshua 19

The Boundaries And Cities For The Tribe Of Simeon- Verses 1-9

! The second lot came out for the tribe of Simeon according to its clans. Their inheritance lay
within the territory of Judah.?It included: Beersheba (or Sheba), Moladah, Hazar
Shual, Balah, Ezem, #Eltolad, Bethul, Hormabh, ° Ziklag, Beth Markaboth, Hazar Susah, ® Beth
Lebaoth and Sharuhen—thirteen towns and their villages; ’ Ain, Rimmon, Ether and Ashan—
four towns and their villages— &and all the villages around these towns as far as Baalath
Beer (Ramah in the Negev). This was the inheritance of the tribe of the Simeonites, according
to its clans. ® The inheritance of the Simeonites was taken from the share of Judah, because
Judah’s portion was more than they needed. So the Simeonites received their inheritance
within the territory of Judah.

19:1 In this chapter the remaining tribes get their inheritance. Each of the tribes has then been
assigned his own piece of land. The borders are indicated very precisely. Thus, individually applied,
“God has allotted to each a measure of faith” (Romans 12:3). God has given each one exactly
enough for the task to be performed. Even when it comes to taking possession of the spiritual
blessings, everyone has received from God what is necessary.

19:1-8 By lot, Simeon gets an inheritance in the midst of Judah’s inheritance. Judah has a large
inheritance, more than they can maintain themselves. They have enough room for another tribe.
Simeon is the smallest of all tribes. They do not need much land. Thus can the abundance of one
serve in the lack of the other (2 Corinthians 8:14).

19:8-9 We see that also when Judah asks Simeon a little later to join him to conquer land (Judges
1:3). Then it turns out that Simeon does not decide himself before the LORD independently of Judah.
Judah acts according to the voice of God, Simeon acts according to the voice of Judah. It would
have been better if Simeon had waited for the LORD’s voice. When it comes to understanding the
voice of the Lord, it is necessary to be independent from others. This also goes for Judah by the
way, for why is it necessary to ask Simeon to go along when the LORD has said that they have to
go up as a tribe?

The Inheritance of Zebulun — Verses 10-16

10The third lot came up for Zebulun according to its clans: The boundary of their inheritance
went as far as Sarid. ! Going west it ran to Maralah, touched Dabbesheth, and extended to
the ravine near Jokneam. 21t turned east from Sarid toward the sunrise to the territory of
Kisloth Tabor and went on to Daberath and up to Japhia. ¥* Then it continued eastward to
Gath Hepher and Eth Kazin; it came out at Rimmon and turned toward Neah. ** There the
boundary went around on the north to Hannathon and ended at the Valley of Iphtah
El. ®Included were Kattath, Nahalal, Shimron, Idalah and Bethlehem. There were twelve
towns and their villages. *These towns and their villages were the inheritance of
Zebulun, according to its clans.
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19:10-16 Zebulun is located, together with Naphtali, all the way to the north of Canaan, in Galilee.
These are tribes that are so easily forgotten, but not by God. In the dark, northern part of Israel God
brings light through the Messiah. The first performance of the Lord Jesus about which we read in the
Gospels takes place there. It is the fulfillment of what Isaiah prophesied: “But there will be no [more]
gloom for her who was in anguish; in earlier times He treated the land of Zebulun and the land of
Naphtali with contempt, but later on He shall make [it] glorious, by the way of the sea, on the other
side of Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles. The people who walk in darkness Will see a great light; Those
who live in a dark land, The light will shine on them” (Isaiah 9:1-Exodus).

19:10-16 We can apply this to believers who live spiritually far away. If we no longer have spiritual
contact with such believers, we can easily forget them. We can also think of local churches that we
forget, because it takes too much effort to reach them. But they are not forgotten by the Lord. He
visits them. We must do the same. The Lord Jesus appeared there and brought blessing. Galilee is
despised by the clergy, but not by the Lord.

The Inheritance Of Issachar — Verses 17-23

7The fourth lot came out for Issachar according to its clans. 8 Their territory included:
Jezreel, Kesulloth, Shunem, ®Hapharaim, Shion, Anaharath, ?° Rabbith, Kishion, Ebez,
2lRemeth, En Gannim, En Haddah and Beth Pazzez.??The boundary touched Tabor,
Shahazumah and Beth Shemesh, and ended at the Jordan. There were sixteen towns and
their villages. 22These towns and their villages were the inheritance of the tribe of
Issachar, according to its clans.

19:17 Issachar’s inheritance extends from the Jordan in the east to the Mediterranean Sea in the
west. In the south it borders Manasseh and in the north it borders Zebulun.

19:17-23 Another well-known place is Jezreel. Naboth lives there (1 Kings 21:1). His neighbor is the
mighty, wicked king Ahab, who has set his sights on Naboth’s inheritance. By the attempt of Ahab
to get the inheritance of Naboth in his possession, the great appreciation Naboth has for the
inheritance comes to the fore: “Now it came about after these things that Naboth the Jezreelite had
a vineyard which [was] in Jezreel beside the palace of Ahab king of Samaria. Ahab spoke to Naboth,
saying, “Give me your vineyard, that | may have it for a vegetable garden because it is close beside
my house, and | will give you a better vineyard than it in its place; if you like, | will give you the price
of it in money. "But Naboth said to Ahab, “The LORD forbid me that | should give you the inheritance
of my fathers™ (1 Kings 21:1-Leviticus).

The Inheritance Of Asher — Verses 24-31

24 The fifth lot came out for the tribe of Asher according to its clans. ?° Their territory included:
Helkath, Hali, Beten, Akshaph, 26 Allammelek, Amad and Mishal. On the west the boundary
touched Carmel and Shihor Libnath. 2’1t then turned east toward Beth Dagon, touched
Zebulun and the Valley of Iphtah El, and went north to Beth Emek and Neiel, passing Kabul on
the left. 221t went to Abdon,= Rehob, Hammon and Kanah, as far as Greater Sidon. ?° The
boundary then turned back toward Ramah and went to the fortified city of Tyre, turned toward
Hosah and came out at the Mediterranean Sea in the region of Akzib, 3®*Ummah, Aphek and
Rehob. There were twenty-two towns and their villages. 3! These towns and their villages were
the inheritance of the tribe of Asher, according to its clans.
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19:24-31 The inheritance of Asher lies along the coast of the Mediterranean Sea. A well-known
member of that tribe is the prophetess Anna (Luke 2:36-Zechariah). As a true daughter of Asher she
has yielded “royal dainties” (Genesis 49:20). These “royal dainties” she distributes after the birth of
the Lord Jesus by speaking “of Him to all those who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem”
(Luke 2:38).

The Inheritance Of Naphtali — Verses 32-39

32The sixth lot came out for Naphtali according to its clans: 3 Their boundary went from
Heleph and the large tree in Zaanannim, passing Adami Nekeb and Jabneel to Lakkum and
ending at the Jordan. **The boundary ran west through Aznoth Tabor and came out at
Hukkok. It touched Zebulun on the south, Asher on the west and the Jordane on the
east. ¥ The fortified towns were Ziddim, Zer, Hammath, Rakkath, Kinnereth, 3 Adamah,
Ramah, Hazor, 3" Kedesh, Edrei, En Hazor, *8Iron, Migdal El, Horem, Beth Anath and Beth
Shemesh. There were nineteen towns and their villages. % These towns and their villages
were the inheritance of the tribe of Naphtali, according to its clans.

19:32-39 In the inheritance of Naphtali we find later Capernaum and Bethsaida, at the northern end
of the sea of Tiberias, where the Lord Jesus did so many great works. It is also assumed that this is
where the mountain lies, on which Christ has pronounced the ‘sermon on the Mount’, which we have
in Matthew 5-7 (Matthew 5:1-Exodus :). Together with Zebulun, this tribe had the privilege of seeing
the great light that came to them in Christ (Joshua 19:10-Nehemiah).

The Inheritance Of Dan — Verses 40-48

40The seventh lot came out for the tribe of Dan according to its clans. #! The territory of their
inheritance included: Zorah, Eshtaol, Ir Shemesh, #2Shaalabbin, Aijalon, Ithlah, *Elon,
Timnah, Ekron, * Eltekeh, Gibbethon, Baalath, °Jehud, Bene Berak, Gath Rimmon, *®*Me
Jarkon and Rakkon, with the area facing Joppa. 4’ (When the territory of the Danites was lost
to them, they went up and attacked Leshem, took it, put it to the sword and occupied it. They
settled in Leshem and named it Dan after their ancestor.) *® These towns and their villages
were the inheritance of the tribe of Dan, according to its clans.

19:40-46 The tribe of Dan has the most unclear borders. As a large tribe they are only assigned a
small territory. Would God be wrong to give Judah too much and Dan too little? God is never
mistaken. He is looking ahead. He gives the people the opportunity to exercise, whereby the exercise
is different for each tribe.

19:47-48 The tribe of Dan found that some of their land was difficult to conquer, so they chose to
migrate to Leshem, where they knew victory would be easier. Anyone can trust God when the going
is easy. It is when everything looks impossible that our faith and courage are put to the test. Have
faith that God is great enough to tackle your most difficult situations.

The Inheritance Of Joshua — Verses 49-50

“When they had finished dividing the land into its allotted portions, the Israelites gave
Joshua son of Nun an inheritance among them, *®as the LorD had commanded. They gave
him the town he asked for—Timnath Serah in the hill country of Ephraim. And he built up the
town and settled there.
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19:49 There were several good reasons for establishing these well-set boundaries instead of turning
the Promised Land into a single undivided nation. (1) The boundaries gave each tribe ownership of
an area, promoting loyalty and unity that would strengthen each tribe. (2) The boundaries delineated
areas of responsibility and privilege, which would help each tribe develop and mature. (3) The
boundaries reduced conflicts that might have broken out if everyone had wanted to live in the
choicest areas. (4) The boundaries fulfilled the promised inheritance to each tribe that began to be
given as early as the days of Jacob (Genesis 48:21-22).

The Land Is Divided — Verse 51

*1These are the territories that Eleazar the priest, Joshua son of Nun and the heads of the
tribal clans of Israel assigned by lot at Shiloh in the presence of the LORD at the entrance to
the tent of meeting. And so they finished dividing the land.

19:51 This conclusion is very similar to the verse with which the division begins (Joshua 14:1). Also
here, when Joshua and Eleazar are mentioned together again, Eleazar comes first. Each leadership
is good leadership only when practiced in a priestly mind. That is why the priest comes first. A priest
is someone who is used to being in the presence of God.

19:51 It says of the Lord Jesus: “He will be a priest on His throne” (Zechariah 6:13). Here we also
see that His reign is done from a priestly mind, that is, from the presence of God and therefore fully
in accordance with God’s thoughts. This is how leadership should be practiced in the church.
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