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Matthew 11 

Jesus and John the Baptist – Verses 1-3 

1 After Jesus had finished instructing his twelve disciples, he went on from there to teach and 
preach in the towns of Galilee. 2 When John, who was in prison, heard about the deeds of the 
Messiah, he sent his disciples 3 to ask him, “Are you the one who is to come, or should we 
expect someone else?” 

11:2-3 John had been put in prison by Herod. Herod had married his own sister-in-law, and John 
publicly rebuked Herod’s flagrant sin (14:3-5). Most people dislike having their sins pointed out, 
especially in public. The shame of being exposed is often stronger than the guilt brought on by the 
wrongdoing. Herod Antipas was a man experiencing both guilt and shame. Herod’s ruthless ambition 
was public knowledge, as was his illegal marriage to his brother’s wife, Herodias. One man made 
Herod’s sin a public issue. That man was John the Baptist. 

Jesus’ Answer To John The Baptist’s Disciples – Verses 4-6 

4 Jesus replied, “Go back and report to John what you hear and see: 5 The blind receive sight, 
the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and 
the good news is proclaimed to the poor. 6 Blessed is anyone who does not stumble on 
account of me.” 

11:4-6 As John sat in prison, he began to have some doubts about whether Jesus really was the 
Messiah. If John’s purpose was to prepare people for the coming Messiah (3:3), and if Jesus really 
was that Messiah, then why was John in prison when he could have been preaching to the crowds, 
preparing their hearts?      

11:4-6 Jesus answered John’s doubts by pointing to the acts of healing the blind, lame, and deaf, 
curing the lepers, raising the dead, and preaching the good news to the poor. With so much evidence, 
Jesus’ identity was obvious. If you sometimes doubt your salvation, the forgiveness of your sins, or 
God’s work in your life, look at the evidence in Scripture and the changes in your life. When you 
doubt, don’t turn away from Christ; turn to him. 

Jesus Speaks About John – Verses 7-15 

7 As John’s disciples were leaving, Jesus began to speak to the crowd about John: “What did 
you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed swayed by the wind? 8 If not, what did you go 
out to see? A man dressed in fine clothes? No, those who wear fine clothes are in kings’ 
palaces. 9 Then what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a 
prophet. 10 This is the one about whom it is written: “‘I will send my messenger ahead of you, 
who will prepare your way before you.’ 11 Truly I tell you, among those born of women there 
has not risen anyone greater than John the Baptist; yet whoever is least in the kingdom of 
heaven is greater than he. 12 From the days of John the Baptist until now, the kingdom of 
heaven has been subjected to violence, and violent people have been raiding it. 13 For all the 



Prophets and the Law prophesied until John. 14 And if you are willing to accept it, he is the 
Elijah who was to come. 15 Whoever has ears, let them hear. 

11:7-8 Jesus reminded them that John was God’s chosen herald of the Messiah, not a man-pleaser 
or a self-pleaser. He was in fact more than a prophet, because he alone had the ministry of serving 
as the Messiah’s herald. For that, he was the greatest of prophets and the greatest of men (among 
those born of women there has not risen one greater than John the Baptist). 

11:11 No person ever fulfilled his God-given purpose better than John. Yet in God’s coming kingdom 
all members will have a greater spiritual heritage than John because they will have seen and known 
Christ and his finished work on the cross.  

11:12 There are three common views about the meaning of this verse: (1) Jesus may have been 
referring to a vast movement toward God, the momentum that began with John’s preaching. (2) He 
may have been reflecting the Jewish activists’ expectation that God’s kingdom would come through 
a violent overthrow of Rome. (3) Or he may have meant that entering God’s kingdom takes courage, 
unwavering faith, determination, and endurance because of the growing opposition leveled at Jesus’ 
followers. In any case, Jesus was pointing out that John’s ministry had ushered in the kingdom of 
heaven.  

Jesus Rebukes Those Who Refuse To Be Pleased By Either John The Baptist’s Or Jesus’ 
Ministry – Verses 16-19 

16 “To what can I compare this generation? They are like children sitting in the marketplaces 
and calling out to others: 17 “‘We played the pipe for you, and you did not dance; we sang a 
dirge, and you did not mourn.’ 18 For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He 
has a demon.’ 19 The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Here is a glutton 
and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners.’ But wisdom is proved right by her 
deeds.” 

11:16-19 Jesus condemned the attitude of his generation. No matter what he said or did, they took 
the opposite view. They were cynical and skeptical because he challenged their comfortable, secure, 
and self-centered lives. Too often we justify our inconsistencies because listening to God may 
require us to change the way we live. 

Woe On Unrepentant Towns – Verses 20-24 

20 Then Jesus began to denounce the towns in which most of his miracles had been 
performed, because they did not repent. 21 “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For 
if the miracles that were performed in you had been performed in Tyre and Sidon, they would 
have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. 22 But I tell you, it will be more bearable for 
Tyre and Sidon on the day of judgment than for you. 23 And you, Capernaum, will you be lifted 
to the heavens? No, you will go down to Hades. For if the miracles that were performed in 
you had been performed in Sodom, it would have remained to this day. 24 But I tell you that it 
will be more bearable for Sodom on the day of judgment than for you.” 

11:21-24 Tyre, Sidon, and Sodom were ancient cities with a long-standing reputation for wickedness 
(Genesis 18–19; Ezekiel 27–28). Each was destroyed by God for its evil. The people of Bethsaida, 
Chorazin, and Capernaum saw Jesus firsthand, and yet they stubbornly refused to repent of their 
sins and believe in him. Jesus said that if some of the wickedest cities in the world had seen him, 



they would have repented. Because Bethsaida, Chorazin, and Capernaum saw Jesus and didn’t 
believe, they would suffer even greater punishment than would the wicked cities that didn’t see 
Jesus. Similarly, nations and cities with churches on every corner and Bibles in every home will have 
no excuse on judgment day if they do not repent and believe. 

The Father Revealed in the Son – Verses 25-27 

25 At that time Jesus said, “I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have 
hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little children. 26 Yes, 
Father, for this is what you were pleased to do. 27 “All things have been committed to me by 
my Father. No one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the 
Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 

11:25 Jesus mentioned two kinds of people in his prayer: the “wise and learned”—arrogant in their 
own knowledge—and the “little children”—humbly open to receive the truth of God’s Word. Are you 
wise in your own eyes, or do you seek the truth in childlike faith, realizing that only God holds all the 
answers?  

11:27 In the Old Testament, to know someone meant more than head knowledge; it implied an 
intimate relationship. The communion between God the Father and God the Son is the core of their 
relationship. For anyone else to know God, God must reveal himself to that person, by the Son’s 
choice. How fortunate we are that Jesus has clearly revealed God to us, as well as his truth and how 
we can know him. 

Jesus’ Invitation – Verses 28-30 

28 “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke 
upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for 
your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.” 

11:28-30 A yoke is a heavy wooden harness that fits over the shoulders of an ox or oxen. It is 
attached to a piece of equipment the oxen are to pull. A person may be carrying heavy burdens of 
(1) sin, (2) excessive demands of religious leaders (23:4; Acts 15:10), (3) oppression and 
persecution, or (4) weariness in the search for God.     Jesus frees people from all these burdens. 
The rest that Jesus promises is love, healing, and peace with God, not the end of all labor. A 
relationship with God changes meaningless, wearisome toil into spiritual productivity and purpose.  

11:30 In what sense was Jesus’ yoke easy? The yoke emphasizes the challenges, work, and 
difficulties of partnering with Christ in life. Responsibilities weigh us down, even the effort of staying 
true to God. But Jesus’ yoke remains easy compared to the crushing alternative.      

11:30 Jesus doesn’t offer a life of luxurious ease—the yoke is still an oxen’s tool for working hard. 
But it’s a shared yoke, with weight falling on bigger shoulders than yours. Someone with more pulling 
power is up front helping. Suddenly you are participating in life’s responsibilities with a great 
Partner—and now that frown can turn into a smile, and that gripe into a song. 

 

 


