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Luke 8

Women Who Ministered To Jesus — Verses 1-3

1 After this, Jesus traveled about from one town and village to another, proclaiming the good
news of the kingdom of God. The Twelve were with him, 2and also some women who had
been cured of evil spirits and diseases: Mary (called Magdalene) from whom seven demons
had come out; 3Joanna the wife of Chuza, the manager of Herod’s household; Susanna; and
many others. These women were helping to support them out of their own means.

8:1-3 Jesus lifted women up from degradation and servitude to the joy of fellowship and service. In
Jewish culture, women were not supposed to learn from rabbis. By allowing these women to travel
with him, Jesus was showing that all people are equal under God. These women supported Jesus’
ministry with their own money. They owed a great debt to him because he had driven demons out of
some and had healed others.

8:2-3 Here we catch a glimpse of a few of the people behind the scenes in Jesus’ ministry. The
ministry of those in the foreground is supported by those whose work is less visible but just as
essential. Offer your resources to God, whether or not you will be on center stage.

The Parable Of The Soils — Verses 4-8

4While a large crowd was gathering and people were coming to Jesus from town after town,
he told this parable: >“A farmer went out to sow his seed. As he was scattering the seed,
some fell along the path; it was trampled on, and the birds ate it up. ®Some fell on rocky
ground, and when it came up, the plants withered because they had no moisture. " Other seed
fell among thorns, which grew up with it and choked the plants. Still other seed fell on good
soil. It came up and yielded a crop, a hundred times more than was sown.” When he said this,
he called out, “Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear.”

8:4 Jesus often communicated spiritual truth through short stories called parables. These stories
describe a familiar object or situation and give it a startling new twist. By linking the known with the
hidden and forcing listeners to think, parables can point to spiritual truths. A parable compels listeners
to discover the truth for themselves, and it conceals the truth from those too lazy or dull to understand
it. In reading Jesus’ parables, we must be careful not to read too much into them. Most have only one
point and one meaning.

8:5-8 Why would a farmer allow precious seed to land along the path, on rocks, or among thorns?
This is not an irresponsible farmer scattering seeds at random. He is using the acceptable method of
the day for seeding a large field— tossing it by handfuls as he walks through the field. His goal is to
get as much seed as possible to take root in good soil, but waste is inevitable as some falls or is
blown into less productive areas. That some of the seed produces no crop is not the fault of the
faithful farmer or of the seed. The yield depends on the condition of the soil where the seed falls. It is
our responsibility to spread the seed (God’s message), but we should not give up when some of our
efforts fail. Remember, not every seed falls on good soil.



The Purpose Of Parables — Verses 9-10

9His disciples asked him what this parable meant. ° He said, “The knowledge of the secrets of
the kingdom of God has been given to you, but to others | speak in parables, so that, “‘though
seeing, they may not see; though hearing, they may not understand.’

8:9-10 Why didn’t the crowds understand Jesus’ words? Perhaps they were looking for a military
leader or a political Messiah and could not fit his gentle teaching style into their preconceived idea.
Perhaps they were afraid of pressure from religious leaders and did not want to look too deeply into
Jesus’ words. God told Isaiah that people would hear without understanding and see without learning
anything (Isaiah 6: 9), and that kind of reaction confronted Jesus. The parable of the four soils was an
accurate picture of the people’s reaction to the rest of his parables.

Jesus Explains The Parable — Verses 11-15

11 “This is the meaning of the parable: The seed is the word of God. > Those along the path are
the ones who hear, and then the devil comes and takes away the word from their hearts, so
that they may not believe and be saved. 13Those on the rocky ground are the ones who
receive the word with joy when they hear it, but they have no root. They believe for a while, but
in the time of testing they fall away. * The seed that fell among thorns stands for those who
hear, but as they go on their way they are choked by life’s worries, riches and pleasures, and
they do not mature. *>But the seed on good soil stands for those with a noble and good heart,
who hear the word, retain it, and by persevering produce a crop.

8:11-15 “Path” people, like many of the religious leaders, refuse to believe God’s message. “Rocky
soil” people, like many in the crowds who followed Jesus, believe his message but never get around
to doing anything about it. “Thorn patch” people, overcome by worries and the lure of materialism,
leave no room in their lives for God. “Good soil” people, in contrast to all the other groups, follow
Jesus no matter what the cost. Which type of soil are you?

A Lamp On A Stand — Verses 16-18

16 “No one lights a lamp and hides it in a clay jar or puts it under a bed. Instead, they put it on a
stand, so that those who come in can see the light. ' For there is nothing hidden that will not
be disclosed, and nothing concealed that will not be known or brought out into the open.
B Therefore consider carefully how you listen. Whoever has will be given more; whoever does
not have, even what they think they have will be taken from them.”

8:16-17 When the light of the truth about Jesus illuminates us, we have the duty to shine that light to
help others. Our witness for Christ should be public, not hidden. We should not keep the benefits for
ourselves alone but pass them on to others. In order to be helpful, we need to be well placed. Seek
opportunities to shine your light when unbelievers need help to see.

8:18 Applying God’s Word helps us grow. This is a principle of growth in physical, mental, and
spiritual life. For example, a muscle, when exercised, will grow stronger, but an unused muscle will
grow weak and flabby. If you are not growing stronger, you are growing weaker; it is impossible for
you to stand still. How are you using what God has taught you?



Jesus’ Mother and Brothers — Verses 19-21

19 Now Jesus’ mother and brothers came to see him, but they were not able to get near him
because of the crowd. 2° Someone told him, “Your mother and brothers are standing outside,
wanting to see you.” 2! He replied, “My mother and brothers are those who hear God’s word
and put it into practice.”

8:19-21 Jesus’ true family is comprised of those who hear and obey his words. Hearing without
obeying is not enough. As Jesus loved his mother (see John 19:25-27), so he loves us. Christ offers
us an intimate family relationship with him (Romans 8: 14-16).

Jesus Calms the Storm — Verses 22-25

220ne day Jesus said to his disciples, “Let us go over to the other side of the lake.” So they
got into a boat and set out. 22 As they sailed, he fell asleep. A squall came down on the lake, so
that the boat was being swamped, and they were in great danger. ?* The disciples went and
woke him, saying, “Master, Master, we’re going to drown!” He got up and rebuked the wind
and the raging waters; the storm subsided, and all was calm. 2> “Where is your faith?” he
asked his disciples. In fear and amazement they asked one another, “Who is this? He
commands even the winds and the water, and they obey him.”

8:23 The Sea of Galilee (actually a large lake) is even today the scene of fierce storms, sometimes
with waves as high as 20 feet. Jesus’ disciples were not frightened without cause. Even though
several of them were expert fishermen and knew how to handle a boat, their peril was real.

8:23-25 When caught in the storms of life, it is easy to think that God has lost control and that we’re
at the mercy of the winds of fate. In reality, God is sovereign. He controls the history of the world as
well as our personal destinies. Just as Jesus calmed the waves, he can calm whatever storms you
may face.

Description Of The Demon Possessed Man — Verses 26-29

26 They sailed to the region of the Gerasenes, which is across the lake from Galilee. 2’ When
Jesus stepped ashore, he was met by a demon-possessed man from the town. For a long time
this man had not worn clothes or lived in a house, but had lived in the tombs. 22 When he saw
Jesus, he cried out and fell at his feet, shouting at the top of his voice, “What do you want
with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? | beg you, don’t torture me!” 2° For Jesus had
commanded the impure spirit to come out of the man. Many times it had seized him, and
though he was chained hand and foot and kept under guard, he had broken his chains and
had been driven by the demon into solitary places.

8:26 The region of the Gerasenes was a Gentile region southeast of the Sea of Galilee. It was the
location of the Decapolis, or the Ten Cities, a group of Greek cities that belonged to no country and
were self-governing. Although Jews would not have raised pigs because the Jewish religion labeled
them unclean, the Gentiles had no such aversion.

8:27-29 These demons recognized Jesus and his authority immediately. They knew who Jesus was
and what his great power could do to them. Demons, Satan’s messengers, are powerful and
destructive. Still active today, they attempt to distort and destroy people’s relationship with God.
Demons and demon possession are real. It is vital that believers recognize the power of Satan and
his demons, but we shouldn’t let curiosity lead us to get involved with demonic forces (Deuteronomy



18:10-12). Demons are powerless against those who trust in Jesus. If we resist the devil, he will leave
us alone (James 4:7).

Jesus Demonstrates His Authority Over Evil Spirits — Verses 30-33

30 Jesus asked him, “What is your name?” “Legion,” he replied, because many demons had
gone into him. 3 And they begged Jesus repeatedly not to order them to go into the Abyss.
32 A large herd of pigs was feeding there on the hillside. The demons begged Jesus to let them
go into the pigs, and he gave them permission. 33 When the demons came out of the man, they
went into the pigs, and the herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and was drowned.

8:30 The demons begged Jesus to spare them from the Abyss, which is also mentioned in Revelation
9: 1 and 20: 1-3 as the place of confinement for Satan and his messengers. The demons, of course,
knew all about this place of confinement, and they didn’t want to go there.

8:30-31 The demon’s name was Legion. A legion was the largest unit in the Roman army, having
between 3,000 and 6,000 soldiers. The man was possessed by not one but many demons.

8:33 Why didn’t Jesus just destroy these demons— or send them to the Abyss? Because the time for
such work had not yet come. He healed many people of the destructive effects of demon possession,
but he did not yet destroy demons. The same question could be asked today— why doesn’t Jesus
stop all the evil in the world? His time for that has not yet come. But it will come. The book of
Revelation portrays the future victory of Jesus over Satan, his demons, and all evil.

Demon Possessed Man Deliverance — Verses 34-37

34 When those tending the pigs saw what had happened, they ran off and reported this in the
town and countryside, 3 and the people went out to see what had happened. When they came
to Jesus, they found the man from whom the demons had gone out, sitting at Jesus’
feet, dressed and in his right mind; and they were afraid. *® Those who had seen it told the
people how the demon-possessed man had been cured. 3 Then all the people of the region of
the Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave them, because they were overcome with fear. So he got
into the boat and left.

8:34-37 A man had been freed from the devil's power, but the people in the town thought only about
their livestock. People have always tended to value financial gain above needy people. Much injustice
and oppression, both at home and abroad, is the direct result of some individual’s or company’s urge
to get rich. People are continually being sacrificed to the god of money. Don’t think more highly of
“pigs” than of people.

The Reaction Of The Man Delivered From Demons — Verses 38-39

38 The man from whom the demons had gone out begged to go with him, but Jesus sent him
away, saying, 3 “Return home and tell how much God has done for you.” So the man went
away and told all over town how much Jesus had done for him.

8:38-39 Often Jesus would ask those he healed to be quiet about the healing, but he urged this man
to return to his family and tell them what God had done for him. Why? (1) Jesus knew the man would
be an effective witness to those who knew his previous condition and could attest to the miraculous
healing. (2) Jesus wanted to expand his ministry by introducing his message into this Gentile area. (3)
Jesus knew that the Gentiles, since they were not expecting a Messiah, would not divert his ministry



by trying to crown him king. (In fact, the people in this region had asked him to go away.) When God
touches your life, don’t be afraid to share the wonderful events with your family and friends.

A father’s plea that Jesus would heal his only daughter — Verses 40-42

40Now when Jesus returned, a crowd welcomed him, for they were all expecting him. 4 Then a
man named Jairus, a synagogue leader, came and fell at Jesus’ feet, pleading with him to
come to his house #?*because his only daughter, a girl of about twelve, was dying.

8:40-42 The synagogue was the local center of worship. The synagogue leader was responsible for
administration, building maintenance, and worship supervision. It would have been quite unusual for a
respected synagogue leader to fall at the feet of an itinerant preacher and beg him to heal his
daughter. Jesus honored this man’s humble faith (8:50, 54-56).

A Woman Healed Of Her Hemorrhage — Verses 43-48

As Jesus was on his way, the crowds almost crushed him. 3 And a woman was there who had
been subject to bleeding for twelve years,!d but no one could heal her. 4 She came up behind
him and touched the edge of his cloak, and immediately her bleeding stopped. * “Who
touched me?” Jesus asked. When they all denied it, Peter said, “Master, the people are
crowding and pressing against you.” “But Jesus said, “Someone touched me; | know that
power has gone out from me.” 4’ Then the woman, seeing that she could not go unnoticed,
came trembling and fell at his feet. In the presence of all the people, she told why she had
touched him and how she had been instantly healed. “ Then he said to her, “Daughter, your
faith has healed you. Go in peace.”

8:43-44 Many people surrounded Jesus as he made his way toward Jairus’s house. It was virtually
impossible to get through the multitude, but one woman fought her way desperately through the
crowd in order to touch Jesus. As soon as she did so, she was healed. What a difference there is
between the crowds that are curious about Jesus and the few who reach out and touch him! Today,
many people are vaguely familiar with Jesus, but nothing in their lives is changed or bettered by this
passing acquaintance. It is only faith that releases God’s healing power. Are you just curious about
God, or do you reach out to him in faith, knowing that his mercy will bring healing to your body, soul,
and spirit?

8:45-48 Certainly Jesus knew who had touched him— he knew that someone had intentionally
touched him in order to receive some sort of healing. Jesus wanted the woman to step forward and
identify herself. To let her slip away would have meant a lost opportunity for Jesus to teach her that
his cloak did not have magical properties. Rather, her faith in him had healed her. He may also have
wanted to teach the crowds a lesson. According to Jewish law, a man who touched a menstruating
woman became ceremonially unclean (Leviticus 15: 19-28). This was true whether her bleeding was
normal or, as in this woman’s case, the result of an abnormal condition. To protect themselves from
such defilement, Jewish men carefully avoided touching, speaking to, or even looking at women. By
contrast, Jesus proclaimed to hundreds of people that this “unclean” woman had touched him— and
then he healed her. In Jesus’ mind, this suffering woman was not to be overlooked. As God’s
creation, she deserved attention and respect.
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Jesus Calls Jairus To A Radical Faith With A Radical Promise — Verses 49-50

4While Jesus was still speaking, someone came from the house of Jairus, the synagogue
leader. “Your daughter is dead,” he said. “Don’t bother the teacher anymore.” ° Hearing this,
Jesus said to Jairus, “Don’t be afraid; just believe, and she will be healed.”

8:49-50 Anyone with a child can readily put himself or herself emotionally in Jairus’s place. His
daughter had died while they were on the way home. Luke did not record it, but the poor man
probably cried out in grief. Jesus surely felt the father’s very human grief. Jesus said, “Don’t be afraid;
just believe.” Again, Luke didn’t record Jairus’s reaction to these words, but Jairus must have had at
least some flicker of hope because he did complete his mission in bringing Jesus to his house. When
you experience intense grief over the loss of a loved one, breakup of a marriage, loss of a job, or
rejection of a close friend, don’t abandon hope. Don’t turn away from the one Person who can help
you. Do what Jairus did: Don’t be afraid; just believe. Your hope is found in the resurrected Lord, the
one with power over life and death.

Jesus Raises The Little Girl From The Dead - Verses 51-56

51When he arrived at the house of Jairus, he did not let anyone go in with him except Peter,
John and James, and the child’s father and mother. > Meanwhile, all the people were wailing
and mourning for her. “Stop wailing,” Jesus said. “She is not dead but asleep.” °3They
laughed at him, knowing that she was dead. > But he took her by the hand and said, “My child,
get up!” >>Her spirit returned, and at once she stood up. Then Jesus told them to give her
something to eat. % Her parents were astonished, but he ordered them not to tell anyone what
had happened.

8:51-56 Jesus told the parents not to talk about their daughter’s healing because he knew the facts
would speak for themselves. Jesus was concerned for his ministry. He did not want to be known as
just a miracle worker; he wanted people to listen to his words that could heal their broken spiritual
lives.



