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8-20-25
John 8

Jesus Teaches At The Temple — Verses 1-6

Tbut Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. 2At dawn he appeared again in the temple courts,
where all the people gathered around him, and he sat down to teach them. 3 The teachers of
the law and the Pharisees brought in a woman caught in adultery. They made her stand before
the group 4and said to Jesus, “Teacher, this woman was caught in the act of adultery. °In the
Law Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you say?” 6 They were using
this question as a trap, in order to have a basis for accusing him. But Jesus bent down and
started to write on the ground with his finger.

8:1-6 The Jewish leaders had already disregarded the law by arresting the woman without the man.
The law required that both parties to adultery be stoned (Leviticus 20:10; Deuteronomy 22:22). The
leaders were using the woman as a trap so they could trick Jesus. If Jesus said the woman should
not be stoned, they would accuse him of violating Moses’ law. If he urged them to execute her, they
would report him to the Romans, who did not permit the Jews to carry out their own executions
(18:31).

Jesus Passes Sentence Upon The Accusers — Verses 7-11

"When they kept on questioning him, he straightened up and said to them, “Let any one of
you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.” 8 Again he stooped down and
wrote on the ground. ° At this, those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones
first, until only Jesus was left, with the woman still standing there. 1° Jesus straightened up
and asked her, “Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?” ' “No one, sir,” she
said. “Then neither do | condemn you,” Jesus declared. “Go now and leave your life of sin.”

8:7 This is a significant statement about judging others. Because Jesus upheld the legal penalty for
adultery, stoning, he could not be accused of being against the law. But by saying that only a sinless
person could throw the first stone, he highlighted the importance of compassion and forgiveness.
When others are caught in sin, are you quick to pass judgment? To do so is to act as though you
have never sinned. It is God’s role to judge, not ours. Our role is to show forgiveness and
compassion.

8:9 When Jesus said that only someone who had not sinned should throw the first stone, the leaders
slipped quietly away, from oldest to youngest. Evidently the older men were more aware of their sins
than the younger. Age and experience often temper youthful self-righteousness. But whatever your
age, take an honest look at your life. Recognize your sinful nature, and look for ways to help others
rather than hurt them.

8:11 Jesus didn’t condemn the woman accused of adultery, but neither did he ignore or condone her
sin. He told her to leave her life of sin. Jesus stands ready to forgive any sin in your life, but
confession and repentance mean a change of heart. With God’s help we can accept Christ’s
forgiveness and stop our wrongdoing.



Jesus, The Light Of The World — Verse 12

12When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows
me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”

8:12 Jesus was speaking in the treasury— the part of the temple where the offerings were put (8: 20)
and where candles burned to symbolize the pillar of fire that led the people of Israel through the
wilderness (Exodus 13:21-22). In this context, Jesus called himself the light of the world. The pillar of
fire represented God’s presence, protection, and guidance. Likewise, Jesus brings God’s presence,
protection, and guidance. Is he the light of your world?

8:12 What does it mean to follow Christ? As a soldier follows his captain, so we should follow Christ,
our commander. As we follow the advice of a trusted counselor, so we should follow Jesus’
commands to us in Scripture. As we follow the laws of our nation, so we should follow the laws of the
kingdom of heaven.

The First Witness To Jesus: Jesus Himself — Verses 13-18

3The Pharisees challenged him, “Here you are, appearing as your own witness; your
testimony is not valid.” '* Jesus answered, “Even if | testify on my own behalf, my testimony is
valid, for | know where | came from and where | am going. But you have no idea where | come
from or where | am going. '* You judge by human standards; | pass judgment on no one. ' But
if | do judge, my decisions are true, because | am not alone. | stand with the Father, who sent
me. ' In your own Law it is written that the testimony of two witnesses is true. '®1 am one who
testifies for myself; my other witness is the Father, who sent me.”

8:13-14 The Pharisees thought Jesus was either a lunatic or a liar. Jesus provided them with a third
alternative: He was telling the truth. Because most of the Pharisees refused to consider the third
alternative, they never recognized him as Messiah and Lord. If you are seeking to know who Jesus is,
do not close any door before looking through it honestly. Only with an open mind will you know the
truth that he is Messiah and Lord.

8:13-18 The Pharisees argued that Jesus’ claim was legally invalid because he had no other
witnesses. Jesus responded that his confirming witness was God himself. Jesus and the Father made
two witnesses, the number required by the law (Deuteronomy 19:15).

Jesus Knows His Father; The Pharisees Did Not — Verses 19-20

9Then they asked him, “Where is your father?” “You do not know me or my Father,” Jesus
replied. “If you knew me, you would know my Father also.” 22 He spoke these words while
teaching in the temple courts near the place where the offerings were put. Yet no one seized
him, because his hour had not yet come.

8:19-20 The temple treasury was located in the Court of Women. Thirteen collection boxes were set
up in this area to receive money offerings. Seven of the boxes were for the temple tax; the other six
were for freewill offerings. On another occasion, a widow placed her money in one of these boxes,
and Jesus taught a profound lesson from her action (Luke 21:1-4).



Dispute Over Who Jesus Is — Verses 21-24

21 0Once more Jesus said to them, “I am going away, and you will look for me, and you will
die in your sin. Where | go, you cannot come.” 22 This made the Jews ask, “Will he kill himself?
Is that why he says, ‘Where | go, you cannot come’?” 22But he continued, “You are from
below; | am from above. You are of this world; | am not of this world. 2| told you that you
would die in your sins; if you do not believe that | am he, you will indeed die in your sins.”

8:21-24 People will die in their sins if they reject Christ, because they are rejecting the only way to be
rescued from sin. Sadly, many are so taken up with the values of this world that they are blind to the
priceless gift Christ offers. Where are you looking? Don’t focus on this world’s values and miss what
is most valuable— eternal life with God.

Jesus Tells Of His Dependence On God The Father — Verses 25-30

25“Who are you?” they asked. “Just what | have been telling you from the beginning,” Jesus
replied. 26 “| have much to say in judgment of you. But he who sent me is trustworthy, and
what | have heard from him | tell the world.” 2’ They did not understand that he was telling
them about his Father. 22 So Jesus said, “When you have lifted upl@ the Son of Man, then you
will know that | am he and that | do nothing on my own but speak just what the Father has
taught me. 2° The one who sent me is with me; he has not left me alone, for | always do what
pleases him.” 3 Even as he spoke, many believed in him.

8:25-27 Who Are You? This is a wonderful question to ask with a sincere heart. Yet this question of the
Pharisees came from a combination of willful confusion and contempt. Though Jesus told them again and
again who He was, they continued to ask, always hoping for an answer they could use to trap and condemn
Him.

8:28-30 When you lift up the Son of Man: The “lifting up” Jesus described had nothing to do with “exalting”
Jesus in ways we normally think. It wasn’t about getting Him applause and celebrity. Instead, it had to do with
“lifting up” Jesus off the ground on a cross. When Jesus was crucified, they would see the perfect obedience of
the Son to the Father. They would see that truly, | do nothing of Myself.

Dispute Over Whose Children Jesus’ Opponents Are — Verses 31-36

31To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, you are really
my disciples. 3 Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 3 They answered
him, “We are Abraham’s descendants and have never been slaves of anyone. How can you
say that we shall be set free?” 3*Jesus replied, “Very truly | tell you, everyone who sins is a
slave to sin. 3Now a slave has no permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to it
forever. 36 So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.

8:31-32 Jesus himself is the truth that sets us free (8:36). He is the source of truth, the perfect
standard of what is right. He frees us from continued slavery to sin, from self-deception, and from
deception by Satan. He shows us clearly the way to eternal life with God. Thus, Jesus does not give
us freedom to do what we want, but freedom to follow God. As we seek to serve God, Jesus’ perfect
truth frees us to be all that God meant us to be.

8:34-36 Sin has a way of enslaving us, controlling us, dominating us, and dictating our actions. Jesus
can free you from this slavery that keeps you from becoming the person God created you to be. If sin
is restraining, mastering, or enslaving you, Jesus can break its power over your life.
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They Prove Themselves To Be Unlike Their Father Abraham — Verses 37-41

371 know that you are Abraham’s descendants. Yet you are looking for a way to kill me,
because you have no room for my word. 31 am telling you what | have seen in the Father’s
presence, and you are doing what you have heard from your father.]” 3°“Abraham is our
father,” they answered. “If you were Abraham’s children,” said Jesus, “then you would do
what Abraham did. 4° As it is, you are looking for a way to kill me, a man who has told you the
truth that | heard from God. Abraham did not do such things. 4! You are doing the works of
your own father.” “We are not illegitimate children,” they protested. “The only Father we have
is God himself.”

8:37-41 Jesus made a distinction between illegitimate children and true children. The religious
leaders were descendants of Abraham (founder of the Jewish nation) and therefore claimed to be
children of God. But their actions showed them to be true children of Satan, for they lived under
Satan’s guidance. True children of Abraham (faithful followers of God) would not act as they did. Your
church membership and family connections will not make you a true child of God. Your true father is
the one you imitate and obey.

Jesus Reveals The Identity Of Their True Father — Verses 42-47

42 Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you would love me, for | have come here from
God. | have not come on my own; God sent me. “*Why is my language not clear to you?
Because you are unable to hear what | say. *You belong to your father, the devil, and you
want to carry out your father’s desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to
the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a
liar and the father of lies. 45 Yet because | tell the truth, you do not believe me! 4 Can any of
you prove me guilty of sin? If | am telling the truth, why don’t you believe me? 4 Whoever
belongs to God hears what God says. The reason you do not hear is that you do not belong to
God.”

8:43-45 The religious leaders were unable to understand because they refused to listen. Satan used
their stubbornness, pride, and prejudices to keep them from believing in Jesus. The attitudes and
actions of these leaders clearly identified them as followers of Satan. They may not have been
conscious of this, but their hatred of truth, their lies, and their murderous intentions indicated how
much control the devil had over them. They were his tools in carrying out his plans; they spoke the
very same language of lies. Satan still uses people to obstruct God’s work (Genesis 4:8; Romans
5:12; 1 John 3:12).

8:46-47 In a number of places Jesus intentionally challenged his listeners to test him. He welcomed
those who wanted to question his claims and character as long as they were willing to follow through
on what they discovered. Jesus’ challenge clarifies the two most frequent reasons that people miss
when encountering him: (1) They never accept his challenge to test him, or (2) they test him but are
not willing to believe what they discover. Have you made either of those mistakes?

Jesus’ Claims About Himself — Verses 48-53

48The Jews answered him, “Aren’t we right in saying that you are a Samaritan and demon-
possessed?” 4 “l am not possessed by a demon,” said Jesus, “but | honor my Father and you
dishonor me. 5°1 am not seeking glory for myself; but there is one who seeks it, and he is the
judge. %' Very truly | tell you, whoever obeys my word will never see death.” 52 At this they
exclaimed, “Now we know that you are demon-possessed! Abraham died and so did the



prophets, yet you say that whoever obeys your word will never taste death. 5 Are you greater
than our father Abraham? He died, and so did the prophets. Who do you think you are?”

8:48-50 The enemies of Jesus were frustrated and exasperated. They were unable to make Jesus
look bad, and even more had believed on Him. So they launched their last attack: name-calling. You
are a Samaritan (one of the most despised races to the Jews). And have a demon (saying that Jesus
was demon possessed). Jesus responded, | do not have a demon; but | honor My Father: Jesus’
desire to honor God and His personal humility disproved any charge of demonic possession. Since
those who have Satan as their spiritual parent will have some of the characteristics of Satan, they will
have an evident pride and self-seeking — things that were and are absent in Jesus.

8:53 When Jesus says those who obey won'’t die, he is talking about spiritual death, not physical
death. Even physical death, however, will eventually be overcome. Those who follow Christ will be
raised to live eternally with him.

Jesus Makes The Great Declaration, | AM — Verses 54-59

54 Jesus replied, “If | glorify myself, my glory means nothing. My Father, whom you claim as
your God, is the one who glorifies me. 55 Though you do not know him, | know him. If | said |
did not, | would be a liar like you, but | do know him and obey his word. 6 Your father
Abraham rejoiced at the thought of seeing my day; he saw it and was glad.”% “You are not yet
fifty years old,” they said to him, “and you have seen Abraham!” 58 “Very truly | tell you,”
Jesus answered, “before Abraham was born, | am!” %° At this, they picked up stones to stone
him, but Jesus hid himself, slipping away from the temple grounds.

8:54-56 God told Abraham, the father of the Jewish nation, that through him all nations would be
blessed (Genesis 12:1-7; 15:1-21). Abraham had been able to see this through the eyes of faith.
Jesus, a descendant of Abraham, blessed all people through his death, resurrection, and offer of
salvation.

8:58 This is one of the most powerful statements uttered by Jesus. When he said that he existed
before Abraham was born, he undeniably proclaimed his divinity. Not only did Jesus say that he
existed before Abraham; he also applied God’s holy name (I AM— Exodus 3:14) to himself. This
claim demands a response. It cannot be ignored. The Jewish leaders tried to stone Jesus for
blasphemy because he claimed equality with God. But Jesus is God. How have you responded to
Jesus, the Son of God?

8:59 In accordance with the law given in Leviticus 24:16, the religious leaders were ready to stone
Jesus for claiming to be God. They well understood what Jesus was claiming, and because they
didn’t believe he was God, they charged him with blasphemy. It is ironic that they were really the
blasphemers, cursing and attacking the very God they claimed to serve!



