SBCOD Bible Study Notes

9-3-25
John 10

The Good Shepherd And His Sheep — Versus 1-6

1“Very truly | tell you Pharisees, anyone who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate, but
climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. 2The one who enters by the gate is the
shepherd of the sheep. ® The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his
voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. *When he has brought out all his
own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they know his voice. °> But
they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away from him because they do not
recognize a stranger’s voice.” 8 Jesus used this figure of speech, but the Pharisees did not
understand what he was telling them.

10:1-6 At night, sheep were often gathered into a sheep pen to protect them from thieves, weather, or
wild animals. The sheep pens were caves, sheds, or open areas surrounded by walls made of stones
or branches. The shepherd often slept across the doorway of the pen to protect the sheep. Just as a
shepherd cares for his sheep, Jesus, the good shepherd, cares for his flock (those who follow him).
The prophet Ezekiel, in predicting the coming of the Messiah, called him a shepherd (Ezekiel 34: 23).

The True Shepherd Protects And Promotes Life — Verses 7-10

"Therefore Jesus said again, “Very truly | tell you, | am the gate for the sheep. 8 All who have
come before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep have not listened to them. °| am the
gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. They will come in and go out, and find
pasture. '° The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; | have come that they may have
life, and have it to the full.

10:7 In the sheep pen, the shepherd functioned as a gate, letting the sheep in and protecting them.
Jesus is the gate to God’s salvation for us. He offers access to safety and security. Christ is our
protector. Some people resent that Jesus is the gate, the only way of access to God. But Jesus is
God’s Son— why should we seek any other way or want to customize a different approach to God?
(See also the notes on 14: 6.)

10:10 In contrast to the thief who takes life, Jesus gives life. The life he gives right now is abundantly
rich and full. It is eternal, yet it begins immediately. Life in Christ is lived on a higher plane because of
his overflowing forgiveness, love, and guidance. Have you taken Christ’s offer of life?

The good shepherd will lay down his life for the flock — Verses 11-15

11«1 am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 2 The hired
hand is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep. So when he sees the wolf coming, he
abandons the sheep and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it. '* The man
runs away because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. '*“l am the good
shepherd; | know my sheep and my sheep know me— "5 just as the Father knows me and |
know the Father—and | lay down my life for the sheep.



10:11-15 A hired hand tends the sheep for money, while the shepherd does it out of love. The
shepherd owns the sheep and is committed to them. Jesus is not merely doing a job; he is committed
to love us and even lay down his life for us. False teachers and false prophets do not have this
commitment.

Jesus Speaks Of Other Sheep & Jesus Claims To Have Power Over Life And Death — Verses 16-18

6] have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. | must bring them also. They too will listen
to my voice, and there shall be one flock and one shepherd. ' The reason my Father loves me
is that | lay down my life—only to take it up again. '® No one takes it from me, but | lay it down
of my own accord. | have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. This
command | received from my Father.”

10:16 The “other sheep” were non-Jews. Jesus came to save Gentiles as well as Jews. This is an
insight into his worldwide mission— to die for the sins of the world. People tend to want to restrict
God’s blessings to their own group, but Jesus refuses to be limited by the fences we build.

10:17-18 When any ordinary man dies he only pays ‘the debt of nature.’” If he were even to die for his
friend, he would simply pay a little earlier that debt which he must pay ultimately, but the Christ was
immortal, and he needed not to die except that he had put himself under covenant bonds to suffer for
his sheep.” Jesus’ death and resurrection, as part of God’s plan for the salvation of the world, were
under God’s full control. No one could kill Jesus without his consent.

Jesus Is Accused Of Being Demon-Possessed And Insane — Verses 19-21

9The Jews who heard these words were again divided. 2 Many of them said, “He is demon-
possessed and raving mad. Why listen to him?” 2! But others said, “These are not the sayings
of a man possessed by a demon. Can a demon open the eyes of the blind?”

10:19-21 If Jesus had been merely a man, his claims to be God would have proven him insane. But
his miracles proved his words true— he really was God. The Jewish leaders could not see beyond
their own prejudices, and they looked at Jesus only from a human perspective— Jesus confined in a
human box. But Jesus was not limited by their restricted vision.

The Feast of Dedication — Verses 22-23

22 Then came the Festival of Dedication at Jerusalem. It was winter, 23 and Jesus was in the
temple courts walking in Solomon’s Colonnade.

10:22-23 The Festival of Dedication (Hanukkah, the Festival of Lights) commemorated the cleansing
of the temple under Judas Maccabeus in 164 B.C. after Antiochus Epiphanes had defiled it by
sacrificing a pig on the altar of burnt offering. The festival was celebrated toward the end of
December. Solomon’s Colonnade was a roofed walkway supported by large stone columns, just
inside the walls of the temple courtyard.

Jesus responds to the religious leaders Question — Verses 24-26

24The Jews who were there gathered around him, saying, “How long will you keep us in
suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.” 25Jesus answered, “lI did tell you, but you
do not believe. The works | do in my Father’s name testify about me, 26 but you do not believe
because you are not my sheep.



10:24-26 Many people asking for proof do so for the wrong reasons. Most of these questioners didn’t
want to follow Jesus in the way that required them to submit to his leadership. They hoped that Jesus
would declare himself Messiah for perverted reasons. They, along with the disciples and everyone
else in the Jewish nation, would have been delighted to have him drive out the Romans. Many of
them didn’t think he was going to do that, however. These doubters hoped he would identify himself
so they could accuse him of telling lies (as the Pharisees did in 8:13).

Jesus Speaks Plainly To The Religious Leaders About Their Condition — Verses 27-29

27T My sheep listen to my voice; | know them, and they follow me. 22| give them eternal life, and
they shall never perish; no one will snatch them out of my hand. 2 My Father, who has given
them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father’s hand.

10:27-29 Just as a shepherd protects his sheep, Jesus protects his people from eternal harm. While
believers can expect to suffer on earth, Satan cannot harm their souls or take away their eternal life
with God. There are many reasons to be afraid here on earth because this is the devil’s domain (1
Peter 5:8). But if you choose to follow Jesus, he will give you everlasting safety.

10:30 This is the clearest statement of Jesus’ divinity he ever made. Jesus and his Father are not the
same person, but they are one in essence and nature. Thus, Jesus is not merely a good teacher— he
is God. His claim to be God was unmistakable. The religious leaders wanted to kill him because their
laws said that anyone claiming to be God should die. Nothing could persuade them that Jesus’ claim
was true.

Jesus Declares His Unity With The Father — Verses 30-33

30] and the Father are one.” 3'Again his Jewish opponents picked up stones to stone
him, 32but Jesus said to them, “I have shown you many good works from the Father. For
which of these do you stone me?” 33 “We are not stoning you for any good work,” they replied,
“but for blasphemy, because you, a mere man, claim to be God.”

10:30-33 This is the clearest statement of Jesus’ divinity he ever made. Jesus and his Father are not
the same person, but they are one in essence and nature. Thus, Jesus is not merely a good
teacher— he is God. His claim to be God was unmistakable. The religious leaders wanted to kill him
because their laws said that anyone claiming to be God should die. Nothing could persuade them that
Jesus’ claim was true. The Jewish leaders attempted to carry out the directive found in Leviticus
24:16 regarding those who blaspheme (claim to be God). They intended to stone Jesus.

Jesus Reasons From Psalm 82 And From His Works — Verses 34-39

34 Jesus answered them, “Is it not written in your Law, ‘I have said you are “gods”’? 35If he
called them ‘gods,” to whom the word of God came—and Scripture cannot be set aside—
3¢ what about the one whom the Father set apart as his very own and sent into the world? Why
then do you accuse me of blasphemy because | said, ‘l am God’s Son’? ¥ Do not believe me
unless | do the works of my Father. 3 But if | do them, even though you do not believe me,
believe the works, that you may know and understand that the Father is in me, and | in the
Father.” 3% Again they tried to seize him, but he escaped their grasp.

10:34-36 Jesus referred to Psalm 82:6, where the Israelite rulers and judges are called “gods” (see
also Exodus 4:16; 7:1). If God called the Israelite leaders gods because they were agents of God’s
revelation and will, how could it be blasphemy for Jesus to call himself the Son of God? Jesus was



rebuking the religious leaders, because he is the Son of God in a unique, unparalleled relationship of
oneness with the Father.

10:35 “Scripture cannot be set aside” is a clear statement of the truth of the Bible. If we accept Christ
as Lord, we also must accept his testimony to the Bible as God’s Word.

Jesus Goes Across The Jordan And Many Believe — Verses 40-42

40 Then Jesus went back across the Jordan to the place where John had been baptizing in the
early days. There he stayed, 4 and many people came to him. They said, “Though John never
performed a sign, all that John said about this man was true.” 42 And in that place many
believed in Jesus.

10:40: He went away again beyond the Jordan: Jesus did not remain in Jerusalem among the hostile
religious leaders. Knowing the time was short but not yet for His arrest and crucifixion, Jesus
went beyond the Jordan.

10:41-42 John performed no sign: It is of both interest and significance that as remarkable as the
ministry of John the Baptist was, it was popularly known that he performed no miracles. Yet,
everything he said about Jesus was true (all the things that John spoke about this Man were true).



